MAKEAONIA

pota, éve ai vTtdAotTtol 00dEv axeddV AEIGAOYOV
Tiepleixov TAAV Twv dyyesiov. 'H taen AH 11,
KelPévn €ig¢ 10 BA tetaptnuéplov 100 TtOPBOU,
ATO yuvaikeia Kai Tiepieixe 1@ ouvbn omeipo-
€10 éNaopata TG KEQAANG, dU0 HEYAAAG OKTW-
OXAHOoUG TIOPTIOG, XPULOOUV  SaKTUAMIOV  KOUNG,
Tpidupov  dITAOLV  TtéAekLY, pEya WéEAIOV (O
HEYOADTEPOV TV PEXPL ONHEPOV €VPEBEVTWV),
WAQOUG NAEKTIpiVag TEPISEPIOL, dUO  XOAKO
Ou@AAa Kai TIAEioTa XOAKO « KOpRBia» TTpoonAw-
péva GANote Emi TG LOvng.

Bopeiwg 100 TOPRoL I UTIAPXEV AUIKATESTPOU-
Hévog MPIKpOG tOuRog (A®). Eig toutov évnp-
yNoo TIEPIWPIoPEVNV EpELvaY, 1) OToI0 E€QEIEEV
OTI TAG CUYXPOVOL KATACTPOPNG ToL TUPPROL EgiXe
TIPONYNON €KOKA®N TOU KOTA T0UG EAANVIOTIKOUG
Xpovouc.

Mapd tavta dveupédn, GOIKTOV Ooxeddv, ypa-
TITOV  TPOXNAATOV  AyYeioV  KUNKOOXNHOV  Kai
avdpIKn TO@r TEPIEXOLOO O1dNPoLY &ipog Te-
AgiwC KOTEOTPAPPEVOV €K TNC 0ZEIdoEWC. EIg TV
TIEPIPEPEIAY TOU TUUBOU  AVELPEDN CUVTETPIUUE-
vov o1dnpoLv &ipog, Tov OTIoI0L OUWG SlaTnPEITal
€ig TTOAO KaAAV KATAOoTAoIV 1) AaBr], wote duvd-
peba va Katotaéwpev TO0TO €iG TOV AeyOpEVOV

« Bépelov TOTIOV ».
MAN. ANAPONIKOX

NEA NIKOMEDEIA (1961)

The Neolithic settlement mound at Nea
Nikomedeia lies on the western edge of the
Plain of Macedon, about 105 kms. N 30¢
E of Yerroia ; the first excavations of the site
were undertaken by Cambridge University
under the auspices of the British School of
Archaeology during July and August of
1961, with the advice and assistance of Mr.
Photios Petsas, Ephor of Antiquities for
Western Macedonia Mr. Petsas first noted
the site in 1958, when he investigated the re-
ported discovery of archaeological finds expo-
sed during the course of removing earth from
the mound to make a road embankment.

In 1961 a cutting c. 8 by 13 metres was
made in the quarried area (Plate 275 a)
in order to expose houses - plans and to re-
cover a large sample of faunal and archaeolo-1

1. A full preliminary report has appeared In the

Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society for 1962,
N.S., Vol. XXVIII.
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gical material from the primary ( Early Neo-
lithic ) occupation phase. After removing the
loose plough-soil (c. 20 cms. thick), the
Early Neolithic culture layer was excavated
systematically down to the surface of the un-
derlying sterile clay - marl, which lay at a
depth of approximately 70 cms. At this level
the sub - soil was scraped flat, exposing the
cultural deposits as dark stains and discolou-
rations in the virgin soil. The prehistoric
features thus delineated comprise wall-slots,
post - holes, and probable storage hollows,
all referable to the primary Early Neolithic
settlement of the site.

The wall-slots define a large rectangular
building, with walls measuring at least 8
metres and 3.5 metres in length. Post - holes
at metre to metre - and - a - half intervals
down the centre of the wall-slots suggest a
sturdy timber stud framework was made to
strengthen the walls of dried mud ; there
was nothing to indicate that either mud -
brick or stone foundations were used in buil.
ding construction. Sockets for two buttress
posts to support cross - beams were found
on the inside of the long wall. Outside the north
(long) wall a rectangular arrangement of
post — holes was exposed, evidently the re-
mains of a subsidiary enclosure. The purpose
of the three large intersecting hollows found
within the «enclosure » is unknown ; perhaps
they were originally dug to obtain clay to
make mud walls for the adjoining building,
and later were utilized as storage - hollows.

The finds were studied by both archaeolo-
gists and natural scientists. A radiocarbon age
determination made on charcoals from the
culture layer dates this primary occupation
level to 6.220 B. C. &+ 150 years.

In view of the early date it is interesting
to note that zoological and palaeobotanical
investigations indicate that the first settlers
at Nea Nikomedeia were very probably both
agriculturalists and herdsmen. Cereal culti-
vation is well attested, both by grain impres-
sions on the pottery, and in the abundance
of cereal pollen in samples from the Early
Neolithic layer ; it is not yet possible to con-
firm if this marks the first appearance of
cereal cultivation in the area. The available
data indicates predominantly open, unwooded
land near the site, probably of the Mediter-
ranean maquis type. Sheep and goat ap-
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pear to have been the most important of the
domesticated animals. Cattle and pig are
second and of equal importance in the diet.
The strikingly high percentage of immature
pig suggests that this animal was domesti-
cated, as presumably were the sheep and goat
(47% are immature animals). Future work
should provide further information as to the
degree of domestication achieved. The re-
mains of hare, deer, large birds and fish are
common in the animal bone assemblage, and,
to judge from the frequent occurrence of
shells in the Early Neolithic culture layer, the
cockle (Cardium edule ) was gathered
for food.

The burials recovered from the fill of the
Early Neolithic culture layer suggest that
little heed was taken in the disposal of the
dead. One burial (Plate 275b) ( put in one
of the storage - pits) comprised an adult,
probably female, lying on the left side and
tightly flexed ; immediately facing and appa-
rently held by it were the flexed skeletons
of two children. Another child’s burial, again
tightly flexed, was found lying on its back.
There were no grave - goods or indications of
specially prepared graves with the burials.

The tool - kit associated with the primary
occupation of the site appears competent
and sufficiently complete, but it is neither
rich nor very varied. The chipped stone as-
semblage is essentially a blade industry, com-
prising blade - insets for composite reaping -
knives or sickles ( originally mounted at an
angle to make a jagged cutting edge ), possi-
ble « microlithic » triangles and trapezeform
blade segments, scrapers on struck flakes, and
serrated and utilized blades and flakes. Unu-
sually fine polished «greenstone» «blue-
stone » and marble celts and chisels make up
the polished stone component. The raw
materials for these tools are available either
from outcrops in the Yermion Range which
backs the Plain of Macedon, or in the form
of large pebbles from neardy stream beds.
Fire — hardened bone splinters or split end -
portions of long bones were utilized in the
manufacture of awls and needles, and various
forms of bevelled or chised - ended tools.

All of the pottery is hand made, and well
smoothed when leather - hard. Most of it
is undecorated. The predominant forms are
finely - shaped open or slightly closed»

mouth bowls, generally with simple rims and
low ring or disc bases. Sharply profiled rims,
belonging to vessels with constricted necks
and flaring rims are rare, as are miniature
vessels. Small «stringhole» lugs were com-
monly used for suspension.

In the plain ware categories, pottery with
a pink slip (48%) or a light - coloure dred
or orange slip (13%) predominates. Much
less common are the micaceous red - slipped
ware (6%b), and the darker potteries: dark
burnished ware ( 8%), fine brown burnished
ware (1.5%) and matt grey-beige mono-
chrome ware ( 9% ).

The decorated wares from the primary
occupation level comprise red - on - cream
painted pottery (9%b6), white — painted wares
(0.5%) and finger-tip and finger - nail im-
pressed pottery (2% ).

In terms of the known Greek neolithic
culture sequence, the vessel shapes and the
decorative patterns of the red - on - cream
painted wares point to a Macedonian equi-
valent of the earliest Thessalian painted ware
assemblages. On the other hand, the finger -
nail and finger - tip impressed pottery and
the white - painted wares from Nea Nikome-
deia appear to be closely related to the white -
painted pottery and the impressed ware from
the primary settlement phase at the important
stratified site of Vrsnik, suggesting a possi-
ble correlation with the earliest verifiable food-
producing groups in Yugoslavia and Bulgaria.
In Thessaly, impressed pottery of this type
is believed stratigraphically to succeed the
early red - on - cream painted wares at Ma-
goulitsa and Tsani, and in the type sequence
for the Thessalian Early Neolithic cultures
based on Milojdic’s soundings at Otzaki and
Argissa, it is the characteristic feature of the
« Pre - Sesklo » phase.

Figurines from the Early Neolithic cul-
ture layer at Nea Nikomedeia affirm the
close connections with the earliest Thessalian
painted - ware assemblages. Two are small
heads of baked clay, particularly well model-
led, with very prominent straight noses and
slit or « coffee - bean » eyes. A third figurine,
carefully worked from «bluestone», has the
legs bent around the back of the body - a
stylistic peculiarity found elsewhere on a
red - on - cream painted ware sherd from the
-Proto - Sesklo » level at Argissa.
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The repertoire of personal ornaments
includes a number of marble and «green-
stone » studs or « nose — plugs » ; in form these
these are small nails, very similar to those
known in Western Asia from Tell Judeideh,
Jarmo, Hassuna, Matarrah and Sialk.

In terms of the Western Asiatic cultural
sequence, the radiocarbon date of c. 6.200
B. C., and the marble studs would previsio-
nally establish approximate contemporaneity
with the « Era of Primary Village -Farming
Communities ».

It is hoped that further work at Nea Ni-
komedeia will provide additional data for
scientists more completely to reconstruct the
environment and the economic basis for this
important early farming community, and
that it will be possible to define house - plans
and to establish the pattern of settlement.

ROBERT J. RODDEN

APXAIOTHTEYX KAl MNHMEIA
ANATOA. MAKEAONIAX

Elcaywyikd : Kotd 10 Etoq 1961 Umd tng
E@opeiag 'Apxatotitwv I MNepipepeiog dievnp-
ynénoav dvaokagai kai gpeuval €1¢ TAG KATwOL
0éoelg . Ap@iTtoAlv, NeamoAwv (KaBdiav), di-
NITITIOUG,  TIPOICTOPIKOV CULUVOIKIOUOV NTIKEAI-
Tég, TOuBov Niknoldvng, Odoov kai ABSdnpa.
Mpdg toUlTOoIg €yévovio £pyaciol SIOPOPPRTEWS
Kai €EPaiopol TV aPXAIOAOYIKWY XWPpwv Od-
oou Kai DNV, ETl 3¢ dvaoctnAwTtikai épyaaoial
€1 ToUg DPINTITIoUG. Kotwtépw £€KTiBevtal Té
ATIOTEAEOUOTA TV EPYOTIQV OUTGV.

A  AMO®DITIOAIZ

A& To0 E@Opou 'ApXAIOTATWY K. Anpntpiou
Aalapidn, BonBoupévou 0OTO TG ETUPEANTPIOG
1" Mepipepeiag 3. Akatepivng Pwpiomoviou,
ouvexiobnoav katd 10 Etog ToUTO ai Gvaokoai
Kai ai Epeuval év AU@ITIOAEL

1. Aokipaotikoi Epsuval yevopeval ETti AO@ou
SUTIKAG TAG KOIVOTIKAG 0300 APQITIOAEWC Kai
TiEPi T& 400 pétpa Bopeiwg To0 onuepIvol Xwpiou,
amekdAugav TV OTIapEIlV VEKPOTAPEioL VOTATNG
EANVIOTIKAG Kai  pwudiking Emoxig. AVeEoKA-
@Noav  OUVOMKQCG 21 T1A@ol, AoKkoeldeig, of
TIEPIOCOTEPOI TV OTIOIWV EKOAUTITOVTO SIA KEPG-
pHwv. Td ebprpata TOUTWV HOOV TIEVIXPY, NATOL
Xovdpoeldy ayyeia, TLEBEG, TIVEC TGV OTIoIWV
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@EPOUCI ETTE TV TIWHPATWY  AVAYADPOULG KEQOAAG
Medolong, APTEUISOG Kai E€pwTtidéwe, AUXVOL,
XOAKA vopiopota, 4 {elyn Xpuo®v Evwtiwv, E€ig
Xpuoolg OBoAOG kai EAdxiota @UOANO  xpuool
(Miv. 276q).

2. Eig €tépav Béov NG TIEPIOXNG APE@ITIO-

AEWC YVWOTAV PE TO Ovopa « MAVIPESG», KEIUE-
vnv mapd v dnuogciov 6d0v, Tepi Ta 2 XINIOUETP
AVOTOAIKQG TOU Xwpiov, VTIAPXEl PIKPOG TEXVNTOC
Ao@og (TovuTta) Tov OTolv T VYNASGTEPOV ON-
peiov pevvndn TPd TOO TEAEUTAIOL TIOAEHOU,
AueTIITUXWC. Al yevopeval EvialBa epsuval arme-
KOALWOV €1G péya BaBog, umod TV ETiXwolv 100
TOPRoL, TV OTTOPEIV « HOKESOVIKOU » TAQOUL Aiav
EmigeAo¢ KOATOOKELAG EK TIAIVOwWY TtwpoAiBou.
‘O 1d@o¢ oUtog AttoteAEital Ek dpdpou, TIAATOUG
1,36 Y., ATIOKOAL@OEVTOG £TTi PAKOULG 6,28 PETPWV.
TuAua 100 dpduou pnkKoug 4,65 . oteyddetal Ot
OpIZOVTIV TIAAKOV TIwPOAIBoU. Al €l00d0V TIAG-
Toug 1,25 Y. Emikowvwvei 6 dpopog PETA TOU ve-
KpIkoU BaAdpuou, dlaotdoewv 3,06 X 3,08 ., OTe-
yalopévou dld kapdpag (Zx€dov 1). Katd
UnKog TAG SUTIKAG TIAEUPACG TOU VEKPIKOU BOAd-
Jou Kai Ev pépel g Bopelag, OTApXEl KAivn
oxnuatog I - bYoug 0,66 Kai TTAGTOLC 0,85 — EKTI-
opévn S1d TAIVOwVY TIwpoAiBou Kai kataotpageioca
€V pépel UTIO TV AVELPOVTWVY, AyVWaoTov TIOTE, TOV
Ta@ov TUPRBWPUXWV.

Katd v Epegvvav 100 damédou tov Baidpou,
aveupédnoav TUAPOTA AVXVWV, PEAOUBO@®OY TU-
&idwv Kai BnAdctpouv pé dlokOOUNOIV  TUTIOU
«dUTIKNG KAITVOG» (west slope ware). O
Td@o¢ d0vatal va amododn &i¢ ¢ B' AUIcL  TOL
3ouv ™. X. aiwvoc.

3. 'H Omoapéig Etépou 1eXVNTOL  AOQioKOUL
SIETIOTWON TIOPE TOV VEOV CUVOIKIGHOV AU@I-
TIOAEWG, €i¢ MIKPAV ATIOCTACIV BOpEeing g dnuo-
oiag 0300 KoBdalag — ©@socalovikng. "'H Epeuva
100 TOPBOU TOUTOU BUCTUXWG OUdEV ATIESWOEV.

4. MoAudpiBpol  Epesuval  Kai  SOKINACTIKOL
TAQ@pol €yévovto Kai Eviog g Kovotntog Au@l-
TIOAEWG Kai O KOTA PNKOG TG BOPEIOg TIAELPAG
ToU €TUPRKOLG AO@ou, £Tti ToU OTtolou EkTeivetal
10 onuepvov xwpiov. Kai mpwtov Hpeuvron
n Teploxn 1oV lepoV g KAelolg, €mi 1@ okome
¢ AVELPETEWG APXAIOTATWY N PVNuEiwv OXETI-
K@V PE TAV Adtpeiov T¢ Molong, To0 STPpuHOVOC
n 100 Proou, JUOTUXWC OGVEL ATIOTEAECHATOG.

'Ektetopévn  Epeuva  €yéveto Eyyltata  ToU
VEOU KINPIOL TOU VNTUOYWYEIOU AUQITIOAEWC,
EvBa dveupédn Toixog EK MIAG OEIpdG PEYAAWV
TAIVOWVY TIwPOoAiBov, Aiav Emiperol( KOTOOKEUVNAG,
dlatnpolpevog €mi prikoug 9,95 p. Eig 10 avato-
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Macedonia. Nea Nikomedeia: a. Area of early Neolithic excavations. Photographed from the West,
b. Early Neolithic burial group
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