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HIKpoO dp1BpoO TAAIVwY  ayyeiwv (M iv. 103 B,
104B ), TIEPIEABOVTWV TIAVTWY PETA TETPAPUNVOV GTIO
mC¢ eVPECERC TV £1¢ TO Mouaoeiov MOAov. 'H €ib
HIKPOV TUAMO KOTA TO AVOTOAIKOV [EPOCG TOU
TOUBoL dlevepynBeica €peuva ATIEdWOE TPIO XOA-
K& vopiopata, o1dnpdg TIvag OTAEYYidoG Kai pa-
Xapidlov ®¢ kai Bpadopota  €KATOV TEPITIOU
Ayyeiwv EANNVIOTIKAG €moxNnG. "'H ouvéxela TG
dvaokagng Tov TOPBouv Bd dlevepyndr Tpoce-
XWC, N TIARPNG Opwg épeuva alTol Bd eivan du-
Vot HETA TV KOTEdAQIOIV TOU €I TO KEVIPOV
00 TOPROU €VUPIOKOUEVOL OIKIOKOU.

r. M. NAMAGANAZOIOYAOX

THE PALACE OF NESTOR

With the generous financial support of
Professor and Mrs. W. T. Semple the Archaeo-
logical Expedition of the University of Cin-
cinnati was enabled from May 12 to July 30,
1961 to continue its work of excavation and
study in the Palace of Nestor and its neigh-
borhood on the hill called Epano Englianos.

The staff was the same as in 1960, com-
prising Elizabeth Blegen, Marion Rawson,
Professor Mabel Land, George Papathanaso-
poulos, Piet de Jong and myself. Only a few
workmen, averaging no more than a dozen, and
all veterans, were employed; and Dionysios
Androutsakis served with his customary effi-
ciency as Foreman.

We are under deep obligation for invalua-
ble help and many courtesies to Dr. J. Papa-
dimitriou, Head of the Greek Service of Anti-
quities and Reconstruction and to his collea-
gues Dr. Kontis and Dr. Stikas, as well as to
Dr. Henry Robinson, Director, and to the other
officers of the American School of Classical
Studies at Athens.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge our spe-
cial indebtedness to the Archaeological Ser-
vice and to Dr. Gialouris, Acting Ephor at
Olympia, for making available to us for a fort-
night the vasemenders Costas Pavlatos and
George Spyropoulos.

Along the southwest edge of the site three
areas were excavated. In the southeastern-
most sector we cleared a massive substru-
cture (Plate 105e) the northwestern end of
which had been exposed in 1960. The build-
ing, running from southeast to northwest,

and consisting of a single room, proved to be
ca. 10.50 m. long and some 6.20 m. wide.
Only the foundations have survived; they are
remarkably thick (Plate 105a) perhaps indi-
cating that they supported a tower or a guard-
room, possibly flanking a gateway. Floors
and walls had been removed in ancient times.
Whatever it was, the building clearly ante-
dates the palace of Mycenaean 111 B; it may
belong to Late Helladic I, when a circuit wall
presumably existed. In the surface soil, distur-
bed by the plow, that covered these remains
were found nine small fragments of inscribed
tablets and two clay sealings which had been
baked sufficiently by fire to be preserved.

Some 8 m. to the southeast of the Throne
Room of the Southwestern Wing of the palace
and close to the edge of the hill, an olive tree
had been left standing, surrounded by a small
rectangle of undug earth. Since this tract
proved to be inadequate to preserve the tree,
the latter was removed and the space was
excavated. It was covered by a deep surface
layer of loose dark earth, composed in part
of decayed vegetable matter. Beneath this
late deposit was a thin burnt stratum resting
on stereo, in which were found remnants of
foundations (Plate 105b) aligned with others
previously exposed to view to the northwest,
southwest and southeast. Since walls and floors
had been destroyed, little was discovered to
shed light on the history and the plan of the
building. In the superficial black earth were
collected fourteen bits and fragments of in-
scribed tablets. A clay sealing and a fragment
of another came from the top of the burnt
layer.

At the extreme western tip of the acropo-
lis George Papathanasopoulos resumed his
examination of the stratified accumulation
outside the great tower that forms the corner
of the Southwestern Wing. In this place under-
lying strata associated with walls of buildings
that preceded the palace of Mycenaean 111 B
had been recognized in 1960. Supplementary
exploration in 1961 revealed evidence of at
least three antecedent phases (Plate 105c)
going back through Mycenaean 111 A and Il
to Late Helladic | or earlier. The pottery
collected from these deposits has not yet been
studied in detail.

The enterprising curiosity of some un-
known, casual visitors, who in April entered the
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site and scratched the surface of the ground
here and there, led us to the discovery of a
mass of broken plaster, which had undoubte-
dly been thrown out from the palace on an
occasion when redecoration on a considerable
scale was undertaken. The discarded mate-
rial lay in a heap at the bottom of the high
precipitous northwestern edge of the hill,
directly behind the Central Wing. It proved
to be an extensive deposit, requiring for its
exposure and removal nearly three weeks of
careful work. This was carried out under the
supervision of Marion Rawson who collected
enough plaster to fill 45 trays, each holding
from thirty to more than a hundred frag-
ments. The total number of pieces mounted to
nearly three thousand. Almost all were coa-
ted with a hard lime accretion through which
only the faintest traces of color could be seen.

During July Mabel Lang was able by great
industry to work through this vast accumu-
lation, all fragments receiving at least a pre-
liminary cleaning which allowed them to be
sorted. By the end of the season about half
of them had been classified in accordance
with their decorative motives, a great variety
of which can be recognized. Abstract linear
designs are numerous, including wavy lines
and bands, circles, spirals, diamonds, triangles,
dots, nets, the metope pattern, etc. in an
extensive range of color combinations, black,
red, blue, yellow, white, etc. These pieces come
mainly from dadoes, borders and friezes,
Bands of nautiluses are represented and there
are remains of a handsome frieze with lifelike
flying blue birds that resemble pigeons. Grif-
fins and lions in life size occur sis well as other
animals, not yet identified. Most exciting are
perhaps the human figures : white-faced wo-
men, wearing elaborate robes, some facing
right, others left, evidently from a processio-
nal scene in life size; men with red skin also
appear in natural size, some turned to right,
others to left, and one has a most remarkable
pug nose. Human figures, both men and wo-
men, likewise present themselves at a reduced
scale. The large figures are represented by
fragments, and no whole figure has yet been
put together.

Intensive further work and study are
still needed before this find can be fully eva-
luated; but Miss Lang has noted that the
style of these frescoes is virtually the same

as that of the paintings found on the walls
and floors of the palace. These new pieces, too,
must belong to one of the latest phases. They
appear not to have been damaged by fire.
It is thus clear the renovation we have postu-
lated occured only a short time before the di-
saster that devastated this palace complex.
The great diversity of the motives represen-
ted, clearly pointing to many different com-
positions, led Miss Lang to conclude that the
plaster came from many different rooms, a
fact that implies a general renovation. She also
suggests that the work was done by several
painters who followed the same conventions in
most matters, but expressed their own indi-
vidualities—or those of their subjects-in their
human portraits.

During the season of 1961 we devoted a
major share of our time and work to further
investigation and study of details in the cen-
tral unit of the palace. Working conditions
in the building were greatly improved in com-
parison with those of previous years, thanks
to the well designed protective roofing (Plate
105 d), which has been erected by the Greek
Service of Antiquities and Reconstruction.
The light steel structure serves its purpose
admirably, besides giving a dramatic idea of
the great size of the palace. It is purely fun-
ctional and it does not unduly draw away
attention from the ancient remains. It evoked
numerous favorable and enthusiastic comments
on the part of the many domestic and foreign
visitors who came to see the site during the
campaign. The lofty metal tiling even on the
hottest summer days provides a delightfully
cool shade below.

We took advantage of the opportunity to
proceed in comfort throughout the building
with the final cleaning of doorways, walls,
floors, hearth, bath, stairways, etc., a task
long deferred pending the provision of ade-
quate protection. Only our most experienced
workmen were used in these delicate opera-
tions, and Marion Rawson exercised the gene-
ral supervision. Many hitherto unseen remains
of wall paintings and floor decorations were
discovered, including the lower part of a fresco
representing the feet and the bottom of a
long robe of a man, life-sized, moving to
left beside a column or a stand. It is painted
on the plastered face of a slab of clay and
stone, which was set up to block access from
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the southwestern corridor of the space below
the upper flight of the southwestern stairway.
The two oil magazines behind the Throne
Room were cleared of their covering earth;
the pavement and the stucco coating of the
stands holding the oil jars were cleaned, the
cracks and breaks being repaired, wherever
necessary for conservation. Both magazines
are now open to view to visitors.

The new walls brought to light in 1961 were
measured by George Papathanasopoulos and
drawn out to be added to the general plan
made by John Travlos. Our warmest thanks
are extented to Mr. Papathanaopoulos for his
help.

Miss Lang cleaned and photographed the
tabletes found in 1961 and will publish them
in Part Il of the report on the season’s work.
She also cleaned and took photographs of the
clay sealings as well as of many fragments of
the new frescoes.

Mr. de Jong measured and drew the thre-
shold blocks and doorways of the central buil-
ding, and also drew plans and elevations of
the northwestern, southeastern and southwe-
stern stairways. Most of his time was given
to the study and recording in watercolors of
frescoes.

In addition to the detailed topical investi-
gations in the central building substantial
progress was made in drawing up systematic
descriptions of the numerous porticoes, courts,
doorways, corridors, halls, chambers and ma-
gazines and their contents. This matter will
be used in the final publication of the palace.
We have likewise drafted a brief guide to the
whole site.

The major part of the excavation in and
around the palace has now been finished, but
a good deal of clearing and probing should
still be done. We hope it may be possible for
us to spend one or two further seasons in that
work and in studying and writing on the spot
in order to carry the undertaking to a proper
end.

CARL W. BLEGEN

ANAZKADAI MYAOY

At dvaoka@ai MoAov kotd 16 1961 (kai 1962
WOoaLTWE ) CLVEKEVTPWONoav 1diwg €ig TV « Me-
paalywAaiav» Teploxnv ¢ Kumopiooiag, A6-

Yo ¢ 131aITépag oTToudNOTNTO AUTWVY KOl Ao
AamoYewg e0PNUAETWY, GANO KUPIWG Amd ATOYEWC
m¢ 'OPNPIKAG Kai Mpoopnpikng ToToypagiog.
Mikpd povov épeuva €yéveto kai €ig v Kou-
Kouvapav, TG OTolag TA KUPIWTOTO ATIOTEAE-
opata €€eTéBnoav NdN CULVOTITIKWCG €ig TV ékBe-
owv 100 1960 (AA 16 (1960) Xpov. 0. 116 kai
Miv. 97 B-d), lva yn diokomn 1 ouvéxela Tob
Abyou.

Eig 10 omoudadiov kévipov NG MepIoTEPIAC,
(€. &. 0. 117) €yévero TIPOOEKTIKN TIPOOTIAOEI
€pelvng To0 £€0wTePIKOD TOU MHeydAou BoAwtoO
Ta@ov, AOy@ T00 peydAou Kivdlvou. Mpdypotl,
o0 povov Ta damopévovia 6pBia ToIXWHOTA TAG
B86Mou Tapouaialov Kal TTopouaIdlouvy péyav @o-
Bov aipvidiog katappeoew, APEIMWUEVA WG Ei-
val UTd To0 XPOVOoU Kai TIPOPavVKC Kai 61O Heyd-
Aou oelopol, AANG Kai TO UTEPBUPOV ATIETENE
TIPOaBeTOV Kivduvov. ‘O T1agog, w¢ cuupaivel Kai
€ig¢ GANOLG pEYAAOLG BOAWTOUE TAQYOUG, £pepE TpIa
Xwplotd UTépbupa. TO €EWTaTov, €K TIWPOU Ai-
Bou kai pé TeAekNTAV Tpocodv (WG ATPOANDC
elk&ZeTal AOy@ TV OpoiwG Eipyacpévwy mopa-
oTadwv), £0pavabn, AveTivaxdn €v KuploAegia
Ol €KPNKTIKQWV VAWV Kai Arekopiodn 0mo twv
XWPIK®WV. TO peadiov, €k KpokaAottayoug AiBou,
Kelal, 1e8pavopévov gig 800, TIPO TG TIPOTOYEWG
00 TAQOUL. TO TPITOV Kai £0MTOTOV, TIEAEKNTOV
Kai amo ¢ amoYewg tavtng mopouaidlov évdla-
@épovta TPoBANuaTa, €KEITo Katd xwpav. (Miv.
106 a). 'Hto 6uwg @avepd 1 pwyur, NTIG €iXE
dlaipéael 10010 €ig d00, OUYXPOVWG O¢ TO TIEAW-
plov autod PBapog (oxedov OU0 OWOEKAdEG TOV-
Vwv) gixe dlappnéel kai tédg €o0wTtepIKAG TOPO-
omadag 100 tégou. 'HTOo @avepov, OTI dua A
ATIOPOKPOVOEl THG £0WTEPIKAG ETIXWOEWC, 04
KOTEPPEEV OAOKANpov 1O BUpwpa.

'H ’Apxaloloyikn 'YTINpeoio AmECTEINE KAT
ApxAg PNXavikov, év cuvexeia ¢ ouvepyeiov TG
AvOoTNAWOEWC, OTep, T EUTEip@ KaBodnynoel
100 émémrtouv K. KOAOKOTOd, Katwpbwag, mapd TV
AVETIAPKEIOY TWV TEXVIKWV PECWVY, VA PETOKIVN-
on TPWIOV 1O UIKPOTEPOV TePdXIoV ToU UTepBO-
pou Kai dkoAolBwWG va amwonon Tpog Ta €Ew 1O
ueidov tepdixiov, dmep oUTWG ETekabioey ETti TOO
Oylol¢ Toixou ¢ TpoadPewg (Miv. 106 R).

Katéot oltw duvatdv, va okagr 10 €0wTe-
PIKOV TAG BOAOL TIEPIE THG E0WTEPIKNG TIAELPAG
100 OTtopiov. Qg Avepévero, TOPECTN AVAYKN
ATOOLVOETEWC TV ABwv Twv TopaoTadwy, of
orolol, ApiBpovpevol OO TG 'YTinpeoiag TAG
AvooTNAQOEWG ATETIBEVTO €VvTdG TOD SpOpoU, va
Bpodutepov GvaktioBwaolv €ig Ta¢ oikeiag BEaelg.
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