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μικροΟ άριθμοΟ πήλινων άγγείων ( Π ί ν. 103 β, 
104β ), περιελθόντων πάντων μετά τετράμηνον άπό 
τής εύρέσεώς των εις τό Μουσεΐον Πύλου. Ή εί1» 
μικρόν τμήμα κατά τό άνατολικόν μέρος τοΰ 
τύμβου διενεργηθεΐσα έρευνα άπέδωσε τρία χαλ­
κά νομίσματα, σιδηράς τινας στλεγγίδας καί μα- 
χαιρίδιον ώς καί θραύσματα έκατόν περίπου 
άγγείων έλληνιστικής έποχής. Ή συνέχεια τής 
άνασκαφής τού τύμβου θά διενεργηθή προσε­
χώς, ή πλήρης όμως έρευνα αύτού θά είναι δυ­
νατή μετά τήν κατεδάφισιν τού είς τό κέντρον 
τού τύμβου εύρισκομένου οίκίσκου.

Γ. Π. ΠΑΠΑΘΑΝΛΣΟΓΙΟΥΛΟΣ

*

THE PALACE OF NESTOR

With the generous financial support of 
Professor and Mrs. W. T. Semple the Archaeo­
logical Expedition of the University of Cin­
cinnati was enabled from May 12 to July 30, 
1961 to continue its work of excavation and 
study in the Palace of Nestor and its neigh­
borhood on the hill called Epano Englianos.

The staff was the same as in 1960, com­
prising Elizabeth Blegen, Marion Rawson, 
Professor Mabel Land, George Papathanaso- 
poulos, Piet de Jong and myself. Only a few 
workmen, averaging no more than a dozen, and 
all veterans, were employed; and Dionysios 
Androutsakis served with his customary effi­
ciency as Foreman.

We are under deep obligation for invalua­
ble help and many courtesies to Dr. J. Papa- 
dimitriou, Head of the Greek Service of Anti­
quities and Reconstruction and to his collea­
gues Dr. Kontis and Dr. Stikas, as well as to 
Dr. Henry Robinson, Director, and to the other 
officers of the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge our spe­
cial indebtedness to the Archaeological Ser­
vice and to Dr. Gialouris, Acting Ephor at 
Olympia, for making available to us for a fort­
night the vasemenders Costas Pavlatos and 
George Spyropoulos.

Along the southwest edge of the site three 
areas were excavated. In the southeastern- 
most sector we cleared a massive substru­
cture (Plate 105e) the northwestern end of 
which had been exposed in 1960. The build­
ing, running from southeast to northwest,

and consisting of a single room, proved to be 
ca. 10.50 m. long and some 6.20 m. wide. 
Only the foundations have survived; they are 
remarkably thick (Plate 105a) perhaps indi­
cating that they supported a tower or a guard- 
room, possibly flanking a gateway. Floors 
and walls had been removed in ancient times. 
Whatever it was, the building clearly ante­
dates the palace of Mycenaean III B; it may 
belong to Late Helladic I, when a circuit wall 
presumably existed. In the surface soil, distur­
bed by the plow, that covered these remains 
were found nine small fragments of inscribed 
tablets and two clay sealings which had been 
baked sufficiently by fire to be preserved.

Some 8 m. to the southeast of the Throne 
Room of the Southwestern Wing of the palace 
and close to the edge of the hill, an olive tree 
had been left standing, surrounded by a small 
rectangle of undug earth. Since this tract 
proved to be inadequate to preserve the tree, 
the latter was removed and the space was 
excavated. It was covered by a deep surface 
layer of loose dark earth, composed in part 
of decayed vegetable matter. Beneath this 
late deposit was a thin burnt stratum resting 
on s t e r e o, in which were found remnants of 
foundations (Plate 105b) aligned with others 
previously exposed to view to the northwest, 
southwest and southeast. Since walls and floors 
had been destroyed, little was discovered to 
shed light on the history and the plan of the 
building. In the superficial black earth were 
collected fourteen bits and fragments of in­
scribed tablets. A clay sealing and a fragment 
of another came from the top of the burnt 
layer.

At the extreme western tip of the acropo­
lis George Papathanasopoulos resumed his 
examination of the stratified accumulation 
outside the great tower that forms the corner 
of the Southwestern Wing. In this place under­
lying strata associated with walls of buildings 
that preceded the palace of Mycenaean III B 
had been recognized in 1960. Supplementary 
exploration in 1961 revealed evidence of at 
least three antecedent phases (Plate 105c) 
going back through Mycenaean III A and II 
to Late Helladic I or earlier. The pottery 
collected from these deposits has not yet been 
studied in detail.

The enterprising curiosity of some un­
known, casual visitors, who in April entered the
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site and scratched the surface of the ground 
here and there, led us to the discovery of a 
mass of broken plaster, which had undoubte­
dly been thrown out from the palace on an 
occasion when redecoration on a considerable 
scale was undertaken. The discarded mate­
rial lay in a heap at the bottom of the high 
precipitous northwestern edge of the hill, 
directly behind the Central Wing. It proved 
to be an extensive deposit, requiring for its 
exposure and removal nearly three weeks of 
careful work. This was carried out under the 
supervision of Marion Rawson who collected 
enough plaster to fill 45 trays, each holding 
from thirty to more than a hundred frag­
ments. The total number of pieces mounted to 
nearly three thousand. Almost all were coa­
ted with a hard lime accretion through which 
only the faintest traces of color could be seen.

During July Mabel Lang was able by great 
industry to work through this vast accumu­
lation, all fragments receiving at least a pre­
liminary cleaning which allowed them to be 
sorted. By the end of the season about half 
of them had been classified in accordance 
with their decorative motives, a great variety 
of which can be recognized. Abstract linear 
designs are numerous, including wavy lines 
and bands, circles, spirals, diamonds, triangles, 
dots, nets, the metope pattern, etc. in an 
extensive range of color combinations, black, 
red, blue, yellow, white, etc. These pieces come 
mainly from dadoes, borders and friezes, 
Bands of nautiluses are represented and there 
are remains of a handsome frieze with lifelike 
flying blue birds that resemble pigeons. Grif­
fins and lions in life size occur sis well as other 
animals, not yet identified. Most exciting are 
perhaps the human figures : white-faced wo­
men, wearing elaborate robes, some facing 
right, others left, evidently from a processio­
nal scene in life size; men with red skin also 
appear in natural size, some turned to right, 
others to left, and one has a most remarkable 
pug nose. Human figures, both men and wo­
men, likewise present themselves at a reduced 
scale. The large figures are represented by 
fragments, and no whole figure has yet been 
put together.

Intensive further work and study are 
still needed before this find can be fully eva­
luated; but Miss Lang has noted that the 
style of these frescoes is virtually the same

as that of the paintings found on the walls 
and floors of the palace. These new pieces, too, 
must belong to one of the latest phases. They 
appear not to have been damaged by fire. 
It is thus clear the renovation we have postu­
lated occured only a short time before the di­
saster that devastated this palace complex. 
The great diversity of the motives represen­
ted, clearly pointing to many different com­
positions, led Miss Lang to conclude that the 
plaster came from many different rooms, a 
fact that implies a general renovation. She also 
suggests that the work was done by several 
painters who followed the same conventions in 
most matters, but expressed their own indi­
vidualities—or those of their subjects-in their 
human portraits.

During the season of 1961 we devoted a 
major share of our time and work to further 
investigation and study of details in the cen­
tral unit of the palace. Working conditions 
in the building were greatly improved in com­
parison with those of previous years, thanks 
to the well designed protective roofing (Plate 
105 d), which has been erected by the Greek 
Service of Antiquities and Reconstruction. 
The light steel structure serves its purpose 
admirably, besides giving a dramatic idea of 
the great size of the palace. It is purely fun­
ctional and it does not unduly draw away 
attention from the ancient remains. It evoked 
numerous favorable and enthusiastic comments 
on the part of the many domestic and foreign 
visitors who came to see the site during the 
campaign. The lofty metal tiling even on the 
hottest summer days provides a delightfully 
cool shade below.

We took advantage of the opportunity to 
proceed in comfort throughout the building 
with the final cleaning of doorways, walls, 
floors, hearth, bath, stairways, etc., a task 
long deferred pending the provision of ade­
quate protection. Only our most experienced 
workmen were used in these delicate opera­
tions, and Marion Rawson exercised the gene­
ral supervision. Many hitherto unseen remains 
of wall paintings and floor decorations were 
discovered, including the lower part of a fresco 
representing the feet and the bottom of a 
long robe of a man, life-sized, moving to 
left beside a column or a stand. It is painted 
on the plastered face of a slab of clay and 
stone, which was set up to block access from
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the southwestern corridor of the space below 
the upper flight of the southwestern stairway. 
The two oil magazines behind the Throne 
Room were cleared of their covering earth; 
the pavement and the stucco coating of the 
stands holding the oil jars were cleaned, the 
cracks and breaks being repaired, wherever 
necessary for conservation. Both magazines 
are now open to view to visitors.

The new walls brought to light in 1961 were 
measured by George Papathanasopoulos and 
drawn out to be added to the general plan 
made by John Travlos. Our warmest thanks 
are extented to Mr. Papathanaopoulos for his 
help.

Miss Lang cleaned and photographed the 
tabletes found in 1961 and will publish them 
in Part II of the report on the season’s work. 
She also cleaned and took photographs of the 
clay sealings as well as of many fragments of 
the new frescoes.

Mr. de Jong measured and drew the thre­
shold blocks and doorways of the central buil­
ding, and also drew plans and elevations of 
the northwestern, southeastern and southwe­
stern stairways. Most of his time was given 
to the study and recording in watercolors of 
frescoes.

In addition to the detailed topical investi­
gations in the central building substantial 
progress was made in drawing up systematic 
descriptions of the numerous porticoes, courts, 
doorways, corridors, halls, chambers and ma­
gazines and their contents. This matter will 
be used in the final publication of the palace. 
We have likewise drafted a brief guide to the 
whole site.

The major part of the excavation in and 
around the palace has now been finished, but 
a good deal of clearing and probing should 
still be done. We hope it may be possible for 
us to spend one or two further seasons in that 
work and in studying and writing on the spot 
in order to carry the undertaking to a proper 
end.

CARL W. BLEGEN

*

ΑΝΑΣΚΑΦΑΙ ΠΥΛΟΥ

At άνασκαφαί Πύλου κατά τό 1961 ( καί 1962 
ώσαύτως ) συνεκεντρώθησαν Ιδίως είς τήν « Πε- 
ρααιγωλαίαν» περιοχήν τής Κυπαρισσίας, λό-

γφ τής Ιδιαιτέρας σπουδαιότητος αυτών και άπό 
άπόψεως εύρημάτων, άλλα κυρίως άπό άπόψεως 
τής 'Ομηρικής καί Προομηρικής τοπογραφίας. 
Μικρά μόνον έρευνα έγένετο καί είς τήν Κου­
κουνάραν, τής όποιας τά κυριώτατα άποτελέ- 
σματα έξετέθησαν ήδη συνοπτικώς είς τήν έκθε- 
σιν τοϋ 1960 (ΑΔ 16 ( 1960) Χρον. σ. 116 καί 
Πίν. 97 β - δ ), Ινα μή διακοπή ή συνέχεια τοϋ 
λόγου.

Εις τό σπουδαΐον κέντρον τής Περιστεριάς, 
(έ. ά. σ. 117) έγένετο προσεκτική προσπάθεια 
έρεύνης τοϋ έσωτερικοϋ τοϋ μεγάλου θολωτοΟ 
τάφου, λόγφ τοϋ μεγάλου κινδύνου. Πράγματι, 
ού μόνον τά άπομένοντα όρθια τοιχώματα τής 
θόλου παρουσίαζον και παρουσιάζουν μέγαν φό­
βον αίφνιδίας καταρρεύσεως, ήρειπωμένα ώς εί­
ναι ύπό τοϋ χρόνου καί προφανώς καί όπό μεγά­
λου σεισμοΰ, άλλά καί τό ύπέρθυρον άπετέλει 
πρόσθετον κίνδυνον. Ό τάφος, ώς συμβαίνει καί 
είς άλλους μεγάλους θολωτούς τάφους, έφερε τρία 
χωριστά ύπέρθυρα. Τό έξώτατον, έκ πώρου λί­
θου καί μέ πελεκητήν πρόσοψιν (ώς άσφαλώς 
εΙκάζεται λόγφ τών όμοίως εΐργασμένων παρα- 
στάδων), έθραύσθη, άνετινάχθη έν κυριολεξία 
δι’ έκρηκτικών ύλών καί άπεκομίσθη ύπό τών 
χωρικών. Τό μεσαϊον, έκ κροκαλοπαγούς λίθου, 
κεϊται, τεθραυσμένον είς δύο, πρό τής προσόψεως 
τοϋ τάφου. Τό τρίτον καί έσώτατον, πελεκητόν 
καί άπό τής άπόψεως ταύτης παρουσιάζον ένδια- 
φέροντα προβλήματα, έκειτο κατά χώραν. (Πίν. 
106 α). Ήτο όμως φανερά ή ρωγμή, ήτις είχε 
διαιρέσει τοϋτο είς δύο, συγχρόνως δέ τό πελώ­
ριον αύτοϋ βάρος (σχεδόν δύο δωδεκάδες τόν- 
νων) είχε διαρρήξει καί τάς έσωτερικάς παρα­
σπάδας τοϋ τάφου. Ήτο φανερόν, ότι άμα τή 
άπομακρύνσει τής έσωτερικής έπιχώσεως, θά 
κατέρρεεν όλόκληρον τό θύρωμα.

Ή ’Αρχαιολογική 'Υπηρεσία άπέστειλε κατ’ 
άρχάς μηχανικόν, έν συνεχεία δέ συνεργείον τής 
Άναστηλώσεως, δπερ, τή έμπείρφ καθοδηγήσει 
τοϋ έπόπτου κ. Κολοκοτσά, κατώρθωσε, παρά τήν 
άνεπάρκειαν τών τεχνικών μέσων, νά μετακίνη­
ση πρώτον τό μικρότερον τεμάχιον τοϋ ύπερθύ- 
ρου καί άκολούθως νά άπωθήση πρός τά έξω τό 
μεϊζον τεμάχιον, δπερ ούτως έπεκάθισεν έπί τοϋ 
ύγιοΰς τοίχου τής προσόψεως (Πίν. 106 β).

Κατέστη οΰτω δυνατόν, νά σκαφή τό έσωτε- 
ρικόν τής θόλου πέριξ τής έσωτερικής πλευράς 
τοϋ στομίου. Ώς άνεμένετο, παρέστη άνάγκη 
άποσυνθέσεως τών λίθων τών παρασπάδων, οί 
όποιοι, άριθμούμενοι ύπό τής 'Υπηρεσίας τής 
Άναστηλώσεως άπετίθεντο έντός τοϋ δρόμου, ϊνα 
βραδύτερον άνακτισθώσιν είς τάς οίκείας θέσεις.
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