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NG EEAPETIKAG dIA TA TAPIKA Pvnpeia onuaoiog
ToU.

>AMOOGPAKH

Juvexiobnoav kai €@étoq ai Aavoaokagai Vo
¢ 'AMEPIKOVIKNG 'ATIOOTOANG  (BA. KOTWTEPW
€kBeotv 100 K. J. MacCredie, dievBuvtol TG 'A-
UEPIKAVIKNG 'APXAIOAOYIKAG ATIOOTOANG €ig TV
ZapoOpaknv). 'Ouoiwg ouvexiodn R CUYKOAANOIG,
KOTAYpO®@r Kai @wToypa@noig TV VPNPATWY TAG
NoTiag NeKPOTIOAEWG, €K TWV AVOOKA@WV 100 'E-
@o6pou kai g 3. E. Dusenbery.

Bopeia NekpOTIOAIG

YTIO 100 'E@OPOUL £yEVETO OAlYONHEPOC €pELVA
€ig TRV TtapoAiav G MoAAIOTIOAEWG, €vOa 1 yvow-
ot Bopeia NekpOTIOAg, Ttapd v ‘Ayiav Mapo-
OKELNV Kai KATA PAKOG TG véag 6300 Tipdg Op-
pa - Aoutpd, KaB' 6cov, KATd TV SIAVOoIEIV XAV-
dAKOC TIPOG TOTIOBETNCIV CWARVWY TOU LdPAYwW-
yeiov TG MMOAAIATIOAEWG, GTIEKOADPONCAV TAPOL.
TV oxXeTikAV datmtavny avéiaBev 1| YTinpeoia 'Ey-
yeiwv BeAtiwoswv Nopol "EfRpou.

Oi dvaoka@évteg dEKa TIEPITIOL TAPOL TIEPIEIXOV
XpPuod, TINAIva Kai VAAIVa gupripata, AvAayovtal
d¢ €ig T00¢ pwpAikovg Xpovougl

ITEPEQ3IY - ZYNTHPHZE MNHMEIQN

'YTIO 100 EOT JI1ET€ON TTIOTWOIG A TV OTEPEW-
oIV Kai ouvtApnolv Twv Meoalwvikwv Mipywv
¢ MoAIaTIOAEWCG, THG XWpag Kai ToD dovid €ig
ZoP0oBpAKNY- oLdepio OPwG épyacia €yEveto, AO-
Y@ ATIAOXOAAOEWG TWV EIBIKWV TEXVITWV TG Al-
€VOVVOEWC AVOOTNADOCEWG €i¢ AANAG E€pyaaciag

¢ YTinpeoiag.
A. BABPITZAS

SAMOTHRACE 1965

These unexpected discoveries on the Eastern
Hill are of the highest interest for the history
of Samothrace and its Sanctuary, not only at-
testing the presence of monumental structures
in an area of the Sanctuary where they were
seemingly lacking but also involving historical
personalities whose benefactions to the Sanctua-
ary otherwise documented. For, as has long been
known, Lysimachos was honored by the city
as Euergetes ( cf. Samothrace, 2, I, p.5) and,

1. ZXeTIKA AeTtTOPEPNG IKBEOIC dnUOCIELOOETAl TIPOCE-
X®G. MpPRA. Samothrace, voi. 8 P. 1.Sporadic finds, P. Il. The
Necropolis
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as Professor Lehmann recognized, Philip 111
Arrhidaios made an earlier princely dedication
to the Samothracian Gods before his accession
to the throne — the Altar Court.

Excavation in the Sanctuary was preceded
for some weeks in May and June of 1964 and
followed in August and September of 1965 by
work connected with the South Nekropolis
under the customary joint supervision of Mrs.
John Dusenbery and Mr. Andreas Vavritsas.
Miss Elaine Loeffler again served as recorder.
We are indebted to the McAfee Foundation
for its generous support of our work in 1964
and to the Wildenstein Foundation for making
it possible for two students from the Conser-
vation Center of the Institute of Fine Arts to
join this wing of our staff to assist in the con-
servation and restoration of finds from the ne-
kropolis: Miss Heather Lechtman, in 1964,
and Mr. Norman Muller in 1965. Our long-
time associate and friend, the late Mr. Georgios
Kontogeorgios, carried out a last season of
work with us in 1964. Sinse 1949 he had been
a devoted and skillful member of our staff.
We were especially happy, therefore, that a
second of his sons, Mr. Apostolos Kontogeor-
gios, ChiefRestorer of the Archaeological Mu-
seum in Thessaloniki, was able to take his place
in the summer of 1965.

Mrs. Dusenbery reports on these activities
as follows:

« During 1964, work continued on the exca-
vation, restoration, recording and study of the
material from the South Nekropolis. Part of
the season was spent in checking and augment-
ing records of the finds of previous years and
making a start on detailed study of the mate-
rial for publication in Bollingen Series LX.

The period of excavation was a brief one and
largely confined to clearing and regulating a
few peripheral sections of the site. We first ex-
cavated the sections dominated by the olive
tree which we had purchased on the final day
of the season in 1963. This area was adjacent
to a spectacular complex of early Roman tombs,
and we had hoped that it would add to our im-
portant groups of objects from that period.
We did find new material in this area, but were
disappointed to discover that most of the tombs
were much disturbed.

We also cleared the northeast corner of our
site where the cemetery lies high above the ri-
verbed and the path to the Ptolemaion. Here,

Institutional Repository - Library & Information Centre - University of Thessaly
15/10/2023 16:40:21 EEST - 167.114.118.212



2AMOGPAKH

just east of the ruins of the small building known
as the Heroon of Stratonike, a number of large
marble blocks, poros blocks and some large
stones had always been visible and fragments
of marble tomb monuments had been found.
In anticipation of future architectural investi-
gation and recording of these blocks and found-
ations, we decided to clear and regulate this
corner. Under the surface, when the scattered
blocks had been removed, we found a ramp of
small stones, possibly a road leading into the
cemetery, which had been laid over pyres and
tombs of the archaic, classical and early Hel-
lenistic periods. Many had been drastically
disturbed, but a number which were partly or
wholly preserved contributed new material,
including Attic figured vases of the sixth and
fifth centuries, as well as fourth - century and
early Hellenistic ceramics and jewelry. The fill
provided a few interesting objects as well, the
most unusual being a lead tablet, possibly a
curse, with a ten - line inscription in a hand of
the late fourth century B.C.

At the eastern edge of this portion of the ne-
kropolis we found a fragment of an ancient ter-
race wall of large stones, just to the north of
and in line with a rock retaining wall built
by us in 1957. The modem wall may well
replace a part of an ancient wall which had
washed away. In a gap among the stones of
the fragmentary ancient wall, resting above
its lowest course, we discovered a cremation
burial in a red - figure Attic pelike of the se-
cond of the fifth century B.C. This find gives
a date ante quem for the construction of the
wall, the only boundary of the cemetery disco-
vered during our excavations.

During the season of 1965, examination and
restoration of the material excavated in past
seasons was continued. No new digging was
undertaken. Accessioning and photographing
of the newly restored objects and the continuing
augmentation of records and study of the ma-
terial in preparation for the publication con-
stituted the principal work of the season. We
also revised the provisional installation of ne-
kropolis material on exhibition in Hall D of the
Museum, incorporating in it a considerable
amount of the recently excavated but hitherto
unexhibited objects».

This past summer another exceptional exhi-
bit was installed in the Museum: a full - size
plaster model of the late Hellenistic floral cen-
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tral akroterion of the Hieron made by Mr.
Triantaphyllos Kontogeorgios on the basis of
drawings prepared by Mr. Philip Oliver - Smith
to illustrate our reconstruction of this remarka-
ble piece of filigree sculpture and of casts of the
better preserved fragments. Mounted on a low
plinth above the southern doorway of Hall A
(the central gallery of the Museum containing
partial reconstructions of a number of buildings
in the Sanctuary, including the entablature of
the Hieron ), it appears against a wall painted
light blue to suggest its original effect. Especially
in the raking light of late morning and after-
noon, when its undulating forms cast a delicate
shadow on the lofty wall, it is of startling beauty.

PHYLLIS WILLIAMS LEHMANN

The Institute of Fine Arts of New York Uni-
versity carried out excavations of the American
School of Classical Studies in the Sanctuary
of the Great Gods in Samothrace between June
16 and August 8, 1965, under the direction of
Professors Phyllis Williams Lehmann and Ja-
mes R. McCredie. Work was carried on in the
areas of the Stoa, of the Ruinenviereck, of the
Propylon of Ptolemy I1lI, and of the entrance
to the Sanctuary.

Stoa. Tests were made to the north and east
of the Stoa to clarify the system of terrace walls
built to support the southern part ofthe Western
Hill of the Sanctuary when it was raised and
enlarged to accommodate the long Stoa. No
trace of the terrace walls shown on the plan
of E. Coquart ( Archives des missions scientifiques,
26me sé6rie, 1V, 1867, following p. 278)
found directly north of the Stoa, but a deep
trench in this area showed that the level of the
hill had here been raised by nearly 5.50 m.
at the time that the Stoa was built; the disap-
pearance of the terrace wall, which must cer-
tainly have existed to support this large amount
of fill, may perhaps be attributed to post - An-
tique activity in the area, to which a number of
rough walls employing ancient porous limestone
blocks testifies.

On the eastern slope of the hill, facing the
central area of the Sanctuary, the terrace walls
were found to be much better preserved. The
northeast corner of the uppermost terrace wall,
built of large boulders, has always been visi-
ble and had been partially cleaned in 1963.

was
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It was found that this wall continued southward,
running parallel to the Stoa and ca. 15 m. east
of it, as far as the center of the building; at
this point the wall would have met, or nearly
met, the ancient theater which occupied the
southern half of this slope. The top preserved
course of the wall was cleared for a length of
some 34 m., and deeper tests were made in
several places.

The terrace wall proved to be constructed,
on its lower section, of local green porphyry
fieldstone laid in a well - fitted polygonal sy-
stem. On this base rests a course of porous li-
mestone blocks laid as binders. At irregular
intervals the wall is strengthened by buttresses,
built entirely of porous limestone blocks, which
protrude slightly from the face of the terrace
wall and bond with it (PIl. 399 a).

At its southern end the wall changes direction,
veering slightly to the west, and terminates in
a sharp return toward the east. The southern
end of the wall preserves additional courses of
porous limestone, laid in a regular system, two
courses oOf stretchers alternating with a course
of binders.

Although the highest part of the terrace
wall now preserved lies 0,97 m. below the level
of the top of the Stoa’s foundation, it is likely
that it once rose to that level, creating a broad,
high terrace along the Stoa’s facade. The wall
itself was of unusual height; it has been expos-
ed as deep as 7.07 m. below the level of the top
of the Stoa’s foundation without reaching its
bottom.

The creation of this terrace to the east of the
Stoa required a large amount of fill, which was
apparently brought in at the same time as
that used in the Stoa itself. One layer of this
fill consisted of burned material and contained
a heavy concentration of pottery, much of it
fine ware and some of it figured (PIl. 400 a -
b). The quality of the pottery suggests that
this fill originated in a dump of Sanctuary
offerings; the same dump seems to have pro-
vided fill for other areas of the Sanctuary, since
several fragments of figured vases found else-
where in earlier campaigns proved to belong to
vessels from this burned layer.

Later activity in the area of the terrace wall
was shown by the discovery of a concrete wall
of Roman date which abuts it at a slightly
oblique angle. This concrete wall, only ca. 0,70
m. thick, extends eastward from the terrace
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wall almost 10 m. and is preserved to a height
of more than 3.5 m.; its function is, however,
not yet clear.

Ruinenviereck area. The area north of the Stoa,
on the lower, northern part of the Western Hill
of the Sanctuary, had been shown by earlier
investigations (cf. F. Salviat, BCH LXXXVI
(1962 ), pp. 281 -293) to hold the remains
of two ancient buildings, a Milesian dedica-
tion (Building M) and an unidentified stru-
cture (Building A); over the latter, and in-
corporating blocks from these and other an-
cient structures, had been built a large, square
building, probably of medieval date. Brush
was cleared from the entire area, and the huge
quantity ofrubble, with which the site had been
strewn in the course of excavation by other
expeditions, was partially removed and sor-
ted.

The foundation of Building M was re - ex-
posed and the interior of the structure excavated
in the central and western rooms to bedrock.
The foundation, built largely of porous limestone
and local porphyry, shows the plan of the stru-
cture to consist of three rooms; the central
room projects slightly southward from the two
wings and probably had a colonnaded fasade.
Blocks belonging to the lonic order of the build-
ing, including column drums, architrave - frie-
ze blocks, and sima - geison blocks, were re-
corded and removed to a block field for fur-
ther study. The fill of the rooms consisted of
earth, stones, and random boulders, with no
trace of foundations for internal supports. A
small area of cement and stone pavement or
underpavement remains at the north of the
central room (PIl. 399b). Pottery from the
fill suggests that Building M was built in the
third century B. C., as had previously been sug-
gested on the basis of the lettering of the de-
dication attributed to the building.

The east foundations of the post- Antique
square building and of Building A were ex-
posed and cleaned. The east foundation of
Building A is generally preserved to its original
level, but no block of the euthynteria remains
in situ; that of the square building, partially
superposed on Building A, suffered considera-
bly from the demolition operations carried
out by earlier expeditions.

Preliminary clearing to the south of Buildings
A and M showed that several ancient founda-
tions unrecorded by earlier expeditions lie
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before these buildings. Determination of their
character, however, must await further inve-
stigations.

Propylon of Ptolemy II.
vering fallen blocks of the superstructure of the
Propylon continued in the riverbed to the south

The work of reco-

of the building’s foundation.

A relatively large percentage of the blocks
from the south wall of the Propylon has survi-
ved; nearly all the architrave, much of both
antae, and a large number of wall blocks are
preserved. Among the wall blocks are several,
belonging to the center of the anta wall and to
the southern half of the door wall, which pre-
serve in their rear faces cutting for steps ( cf.
A. Conze, Neue archaeologische Untersuchungen
auf Sarmthrake, 1880, pi. XXXIII, fig. 111).
It is thus now clear that a narrow stairway
led upward within the southern half of the
thick door wall, though the function which this
stairway served remains uncertain.

Tests were made along the southern founda-
tion of the Propylon, between its southwest
corner and the vaulted passage, to determine
both the original appearance of the terrain and
the relation of the Propylon’s foundation to
it. The foundation here is deeply set into bed-
rock; it was presumably laid into the cutting
in the rock from the north, since on the south
it nearly abuts the rock face of the cutting,
leaving no working space at all. The bedrock falls
sharply toward the east, near the southern
mouth of the vaulted passage, but whether this
was a natural feature of the terrain or it was
created by the builders of the Propylon is not
yet certain.

Eastern Hill. Opposite the Propylon of Pto-
lemy 11, across the deep stream bed which
forms the eastern boundary of the Sanctuary
proper, traces of a round structure, nearly 15
m. in diameter, had been found in 1964. Exca-
vation continued on this Eastern Hill of the
Sanctuary in quadrants based on the approxi-
mate center of the round structure. Two qua-
drants were completed and another begun
(Pl. 401).

About half of the round structure has been
uncovered. It consists of a round paved area,
ca. 9 m. in diameter, which was reached by
an encircling flight of steps from the higher
ground level around the structure (P 1l 402
a). The flagstone pavement is made of care-
fully fitted, irregularly shaped fieldstones to-

gether with a few pieces oflimestone. The flight
of steps, which seems to have completely sur-
rounded the paved area, probably comprised
four marble steps, of which three remain in
situ. The now missing uppermost step would
have rested on the inner half of the porous li-
mestone foundation which surrounds the stru-
cture; much eroded remains of a course of
marine limestone rest on the outer half of the
same foundation. There is no evidence that the
structure was roofed nor that it was bounded
by a wall. A platform or foundation, ca. 1.70 m.
wide and built oflimestone and porphyry blocks,
abuts the round structure on the south.

A section of the flagstone pavement, ca.2 m.
square, was removed in an effort to recover
material contemporary with its construction;
the pavement proved, however, to rest directly
on bedrock with no significant fill, and the flag-
stones were, therefore, replaced in their origi-
nal positions.

A stepped retaining wall of limestone forms
a low, curving terrace to the south and west
of the round structure (P1l. 402 b). The ter-
race appears to have supported monuments
and dedications of various kinds, and marble
bases as well as fragments of bronze from the
statues and other monuments which they held
were found fallen into the round structure from
the terrace. Also in this debris was a fragment-
ary inscribed marble stele recording honors
to King Lysimachos, who, among his other
services, had benefited Vv Igpov xwplav — ]
AV oi Baoiieiq Di[aTTTT]og KAl "ANEEAVIPOG E£Te-
pévi[cav ToJig¢ Be0ig Kai Gvédbnoov — .

Also fallen into the round structure, but from
the northwest, were blocks of the marble super-
structure of a Doric building (PIl. 402 c), of
which a few fragments had been discovered in
1964, but whose location was then unknown.
Among these newly discovered blocks all ele-
ments of the building’s facade, column drums,
epistyle, frieze, geison, tympanum, and sima,
are represented. Of most immediate interest
are two complete epistyle blocks (P 1 403 a)
bearing the inscription BaoiAeiq ®iAtmog Kk
which, with the help of the stele honoring Lysi-
machos, may surely be supplemented BaoiAeig
dinmtiog K[!l ANEEQVOPOG------ 1, naming as
dedicants of the building Philip 111 Arrhidaios
and Alexander I\ of Macedonia, and thus
dating it in the brief period of their co - rule,
323 -316 B. G.
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Remains of the foundation of this building
appeared just northwest of the round structure,
where a pavement of marble fragments set in
cement had long been visible. Only a few li-
mestone foundation blocks belonging to the
southeast corner of the building remain in the
area now exposed (PIl. 403 b), but rock-
cut beddings (PIl. 403 c) show the position
of part of its east fa<;ade and north wall. The
fagade was about 11.50 m. long and would
have had five epistyle blocks resting on six Doric
columns. The length of the building and its
plan must be determined by further excavation.
A porous limestone foundation, ca. 1.50 m.
by 2.05 m., near the northeast corner of the
facade perhaps supported a monument or altar;
near it were found fragments of a life - size,
marble eagle (PIl. 404 a-b).

After the destruction of the Doric building,
probably by earthquake, the entire area was
filled, perhaps in the first century A. D. Though

most of the material contained in this fill be-
longed to the late Hellenistic or early Roman
period, some earlier pieces appeared, including
an attachment in the form of a lion, made of
gold inlaid with blue paste (P 1l 404c).

The ornament seems to be of Achaemenid ori-
gin and is nearly identical with one found at
Dodona ( Ergon 1955, p. 56, fig. 52 ).

Later activity on the Eastern Hill is shown
by a large lime kiln dug into the fill over the
round structure and terrace wall. To judge
from the amount of debris and ash found a-
round it, the kiln must have been used repeated-
ly, and a few fragmentary inscriptions and ar-
chitectural fragments from the Doric building
and other structures suggest that many of the
monuments of the Eastern Hill were destroyed
in the kiln.

A plaster reconstruction of the Hellenistic
central floral akroterion of the Hieron was in-
stalled in Hall A of the Museum.

JAMES It. McCREDIE
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XPONIKA A.A. 21 (1966) MINA= 399

Samothrace: a. Stoa. Eastern Terrace wall, from east, b. Building M. Foundation from northeast

J. R. McCREDIE
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Samothrace. Stoa: a-b. Red-figured fragments. Late 5th century B.C. (a. 65.1041A, b. 65.I004A )

J. R. McCREDIE
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MINA= 401

Samothrace: Eastern hill from east



MINA= 402 XPONIKA A.A. 21 (1966)

Samothrace. Eastern hill: a. Round structure (S. E. quadrant), from west, b. Terrace wall ( partially
excavated) from north, c. Fallen blocks of Doric building, from northwest

J. R. McCREDIE
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M1NA= 403

a. Inscribed epistyle of Doric building, b. Foundation of Doric building, from east,

c. Bedding for foundation of Doric building, from east

Samothrace. Eastern hill:



MINAH 404 XPONIKA A.A. 21 (1966)

Samothrace. Eastern Hill: a. Wing of marble eagle: b. Head of marble eagle, c. Gold ornament

J. R. McCREDIE
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