M. S. F. HOOD

STRATIGRAPHIC EXCAVATIONS AT KNOSSOS, 1957 - 61

For the last five years the British School has been excavating
at Knossos with the object of examining the stratigraphy of the
site. This series of excavations, begun in 1957, was brought to a
successful conclusion this year.

The aim of these excavations has been to get as full a record
as possible of the pottery with a view to checking, and where
necessary supplementing or correcting, the definitions of the periods
of the Minoan system as evolved by Evans.

The excavations have shown that the system of Minoan periods
as defined by Evans does in general hold good at Knossos. In
addition two important gaps in the archaeological sequence at
Knossos have been filled with the discovery in 1958 of a pure de-
posit of the Early Minoan | phase, and this year of a large deposit
of the Late Minoan | B phase, inferred by Evans. These discoveries
are particularly welcome, because no really pure deposits of E. M.
I or L. M. | B had been recognized at Knossos until now.

The excavations since 1957 have been in three main areas:
1) On the west side of the L. M. house (A) excavated by Hogarth in
1900; this lies south of the Palace near the south edge of the Mi-
noan city; 2) On the south side of the Royal Road leading west
from the Palace, opposite the Armoury and between it and the
House of the Frescoes excavated by Evans; 3) and lastly, on the
north side of the Royal Road west of the Armoury. In addition,
useful deposits have been recovered during the course of various
emergency excavations undertaken at the request of Dr. Nicolas
Platon, whose active help and encouragement of our work it is a
pleasure to acknowledge and record here. Notable among these was
a M. M. Il deposit from a pit, perhaps an abortive well, disclos-
ed in laying a water-pipe on Gypsades hill, and another M. M. 11
deposit found during trials where the main road is being widened
just west of the Palace. But still more interesting was the E. M. |
well which came to light in 1958 during cleaning operations in the
NE quarter of the Palace itself.

This E. M. | well was over ten metres deep with a uniform fill
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of dark ashy earth, and large quantities of pottery, all homogeneous
and assignable to E. M. |, except for a handful of Neolithic sherds.
At the bottom of the well were remains of large water jugs with plain
yellow-brown wiped or scraped surfaces. The rest of the pottery
from the fill of the well included fragments of jugs decorated in
dark on light in the Ayios Onoufrios style, and many pieces of
high - footed bowls with burnished black, grey and red surfaces,
and designs in «pattern burnish». Noticeably absent were the legs
of cooking pots, which appear however during the subsequent
E. M. Il phase.

For the E. M. Il phase we recovered some evidence this year in
our excavations on the north side of the Royal Road. The earliest
house - traces there seemed to belong to Early Minoan Il, which is
characterised by goblets on a fairly high foot, and by the appea-
rance of the mottled fabric known as Vasiliki ware. These E. M. 11
house floors lay immediately below floors with pottery which, on
the system of Evans, would appear to be assignable to Middle Mi-
noan | A. This agrees with what Evans himself found in the Eariy
Houses on the south edge of the Palace. Here Evans came upon
floors with complete vases which he assigned to E. M. Il, with
M. M. | A above.

The M. M. | A period is characterised by goblets on a low foot,
in shape like a modern egg - cup, but larger.

Early Minoan Ill, as this was defined by Evans, does not seem
to exist at Knossos. Evans himself never identified a pure E. M. 11l
deposit with characteristic features at Knossos, and he defined the
period in terms of stray finds from Knossos itself, and of deposits
from other sites in the east of Crete. It looks very much as if the
material which Evans grouped as E. M. Ill is contemporary with
his M. M. | A at Knossos, and some of his E. M. lll material may
be even later, contemporary with Knossian M. M. | B or M. M. II.

On the other hand, the M. M, | A material at Knossos is vast
in quantity. It probably covers quite a long period of time, and is
capable of sub - division. In the earliest phase there appears to be
no trace of polychrome decoration. This pre - polychrome phase
might therefore perhaps be called Early Minoan I1Il and it may be
this phase that Evans meant by E. M. 1ll at Knossos itself. But it
must be emphasised that E. M. Ill defined in this way has few of
the characteristics of E. M. Ill as defined by Evans.

There is also an evolution in the foot of the typical M. M. | A
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«egg - cup» goblet, the earliest goblet feet of the pre - polychrome
(E. M. 111 ?) phase being rather high and wide like those of E. M. II,
while the small low foot with up - turned edges appears to be late
in the series.

It seems that it is not until the latest phase of M. M. | A that
the spiral is first used as an element of design on clay vases at
Knossos. On the south side of the Royal Road was a fill of M. M.
I A pottery several metres deep. Not a single scrap out of the many
hundreds of fragments of pottery recovered from this fill appears
to have had spiral - like decoration. But on the earliest floor level
subsequent to this fill on the south side of the Royal Road were
one or two vases assignable to M. M. | A and decorated with simple
spiral designs. This spiral horizon in the decoration of pottery at
Knossos, if it proves to be well established, will clearly raise some
interesting speculations.

This M. M. | A floor on the south side of the Royal Road was
the earliest of a series of three superimposed floors in little base-
ment - like rooms. Above the two later floors were complete vases
assignable to M. M. | B followed by classic M. M. II.

The M. M. | B horizon on this south side of the Royal Road is
particularly important. It is during this phase that there is the first
evidence for the use of the fast potters wheel in making clay vases.
M. M. | A shapes like the «egg - cup» goblet continue, but such
vases may now in M. M. | B be made on the fast wheel.

The M. M. | B vases from the south side of the Royal Road
include many with shapes clearly imitated from metal, some of
them with crinkly rims. One of these metallic vases, a tall goblet,
has walls of egg - shell thinness, together with impressed designs,
exactly like a metal vase.

Interesting are a pair of cups with arcades painted in white
rising from the base. These cups are comparable in shape with some
of the silver cups with fluted arcades rising from the base found
in the Tod treasure of early Twelfth Dynasty date in Egypt. It may
be that the Tod cups, if they are Minoan, belong to this M. M. | B
phase. This would make M. M. | B overlap with the earlier part of
the Egyptian Twelfth Dynasty.

From this same M. M. | B horizon on the south side of the
Royal Road came fragments of a jug, evidently an import from one
of the Cycladic islands. It seems to belong to the earliest category
of matt - painted wares found at Phylakopi in Melos.
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Above the M. M. | B horizon on the south side of the Royal
Road was an extensive deposit of M. M. Il pottery, assignable, it
seems, to Middle Minoan Il B on the system of Evans. Tn this de-
posit was found an imported Egyptian scarab of late Twelfth or
early Thirteenth Dynasty type (Miv. A'), dateable in very rough
terms about 1750 B. C.

The study of the material from the new excavations has not
yet thrown any light on the differences between the various phases
of M. M. Il A, Il B and IlIl A on the system of Evans. But there
is a drastic difference between what Evans called M. M. Il B and
his M. M. Il B, and it must be possible to distinguish at least one
phase (which Evans called M. M. 1lIl A) in the pottery between
them.

Of the M. M. Ill B phase, which is very well marked at Knos-
sos, we have deposits from the excavations by Hogarth’s House A
on Gypsades, and from both the north and south sides of the Royal
Road.

For the subsequent L. M. | A phase there is a vast amount of
new material, both from the area of Hogarth’s House A, and from
the north side of the Royal Road. This seems to have been a long
and important period at Knossos.

What is of extreme interest is the recovery during the last two
years of a large deposit assignable to the L. M. | B phase of Evans.
This came from the north side of the Royal Road, mostly from a
basement room on the western edge of the excavation, but partly
from a plaster floor at a higher level some metres to the east of
the basement. Parts of the same vases were found both in the base-
ment and above the higher floor to the east.

These vases had presumably been housed in an upper storey of
the building, from which they had fallen to be scattered in fragm-
ents over a wide area. Both the earth floor in the basement and
the plaster floor at a higher level to the east of it overlay deposits
of classic L. M. | A.

The material found this year in the basement is much the
richest. It includes the upper part of a large jar decorated in the
finest Marine Style (Miv. B', 1), in shape and decoration comparable
with one found by Evans near the SW corner of the Palace (P. of
M. IV, p. 281 Fig. 215). There is also a tall bridge - spouted vase
with a design of spirals above arcades, which, like the Marine Style
(Miv. B', 2), was regarded by Evans as classic L. M. | B.
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Egyptian Scarab of late Twelfth or early Thirteenth Dynasty type
(about 1750 B.C.) from M.M. Il B deposit on south side of Royal Road.
(See P 96).
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Vases from the L.M | B deposit found in the basement on the north side of the Royal
Road in 1961. (See P 96).

Institutional Repository - Library & Information Centre - University of Thessaly
16/05/2024 18:50:48 EEST - 3.145.162.204



M. S. F. Hood: Stratigraphic excavations at Knossos, 1957-61 97

Another feature of this deposit are stirrup vases of the early
type with three handles. Still more interesting are a few bowls with
low feet, which may be the prototypes of the standard low-footed
goblet or kylix characteristic of the succeeding L. M. IT period.
True kylikes, however, are conspicuous by their absence.

A significant feature of this L. M. | B deposit is the appearance
side by side with the naturalistic Marine Style of vases with natu-
ralistic flower designs of a kind assigned by Evans to a late phase
of L. M. I A. There seems no reason to doubt that these vases
with the flower designs are contemporary with the Marine Style in
the same deposit. It looks as if some of the deposits in the Palace
itself (for instance, that below the later East Staircase of the
Domestic Quarter), which were assigned by Evans to a mature phase
of L. M. | A, may be contemporary with our deposit and belong ot

L. M. | B.

In our deposit were some cups with Reed designs closely com-
parable with ones illustrated by Evans from the East Staircase
deposit. But it must be admitted that Reed decoration is equally
characteristic of the preceeding L. M. | A phase. It may however
be possible with further study to detect some difference in the style
of the Reed designs of L. M. | A and B.

On the north side of the Royal Road deposits of the succeeding
L. M. Il period seem to be absent. But we have had L. M. Il de-
posits on the south side of the Road, and on Gypsades.

On the south side of the Road we have also had several deposits

covering the later phases of the Late Minoan period, L. M. Il A
2-L. M. 1ll B, with Proto - geometric stratified above the latest
Minoan.

This outline of the results of the stratigraphic excavations at
Knossos from 1957 onwards is of course tentative, and may need

to be considerably modified in the light of the fuller study of the
material.

SYZHTHZIX

N. MA&TWV: Od £medBvpouv piav dIACAPNOIV OXETIKA PE TNV XPOVOAOYNOIvV
TG XOPOKTINPIOTIKAG Opdadog YM IB. [Mpdyuot TipOKeiton Tepi €EQIPETI-
KWCG ONUOVTIKOV OTPWHOTOG, A@ov dld Tip®Inv @opdv BeRaiodTal 0aQmg
dIAOTEANOPEVOY OTpwHa YM IB. AAN 1 vitapélg YM la KeEPAUEIKAG Kai
OX1 OAiyng GAN &v d@BoVip EVTOC TOV OTPWHOTOG TOUTOU, ISIATEPWS d¢ Kai
KEPOAMEIKNG — WG dC avtoyiog JdIEToTWoa — 100 METORATIKOU OTPWHATOG
artd MM B €1¢ YM la pinwg onuaivel 6Tt LTTAPXEL XPNOIUOoTIoINCIE TOD
KPHTIKA XPONIKA IE* 7
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OIKOJOMUNUATOG €1 TO aUTd OTPWHO KOTA TNV YM la kat tnv YM IR, ov-
TWE WOTE TA PEV TIPWIPWIEPA VA AVAYWVTOL €1 TNV ETOXAV KOTAOKELNG,
T& <5 TEAsLTAIO VA €ival KEPAMEIKR BATESOV; MATIWG €ival duvary pia
T0100TN €ERYNOoIg;

M. S. F. Hood: YTidpxel wpaio oTpwuatoypo@ia Pé€ TRV KATOOTPOENV E£1G
0 TAog NG YM IB @doewg. KAtw ToU OTPWOHOTOC TOUTOV LTIAPXEL AANO
dATIEDOV PE XOAPOKINPIOTIKAV YM lo KEPAUEIKAVY, AAN €1G &V PEPOG UTIAP-
XEl BaB0 kataokevOaopa TS OTOIOV @aiveTal OTI dev  gival TOOOV KOAWG
OTPWHATOYPA@NHEVOY, AANG @aiveTal OTI UTIApXeV eKel YM la €mixwaolg
uTtd T damedov oV YM IB.

N. FMAATwV: Td OUéoWE KATOTIEPOV OTPWHA TIOIOV KEPAMPEIKAV €XELl; TRV
TAC METORATIKAG TIEPIODOU;

M. S. F. Hood: "Oxl gival Xxapokinpiotkry YM la.

N. MA&TwvVv: Evxaplotobuev 31 TV dlAcA@NCIv.
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