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THE PALACE OF NESTOR
EXCAVATIONS OF 1963

From May 3rd to July 31st, 1963 the Archae-
ological Expedition of the University of Cin-
cinnati continued its task of excavation and
study in and about the Palace of Nestor at
Englianos near Chora in Triphylia. This un-
dertaking, as often mentioned, is the American
part of a joint Hellenic-American exploration
of Western Messenia, first begun in 1939 with
K. Kourouniotes as Associate, resumed and
continued in annual campaigns since 1952
with Professor Sp. Marinatos as Colleague.
The buildings comprised in the palace of My-
cenaean IlIIB have been uncovered to their
full extent and the areas outside them on the
acropolis have been widely tested. The work
of the current season, as in 1962, was therefore
mainly concentrated on studies and writing
in preparation for the concluding publication.

The members of the staff were Miss Marion
Rawson, Professor Mabel Lang, Peter Smith,
Piet de Jong and Miss Hero Athanasiades, be-
sides Mrs. Blegen and myself. Special mention
is due also to our foreman Dionysios Androu-
tsakes, whose services have been indispensable.

We are under deep obligation for valued help
and many courtesies to the late John Papadi-
mitriou, Director General of the Greek Archae-
ological Service, and to his successor, John Kon-
tis, as well as to N. Yalouris, Ephor at Olym-
pia, and his assistant, George Papathanasopou-
los, Curator for Messenia. We are likewise
grateful to Dr. Henry Robinson, Director of
the American School of Classical Studies at
Athens, Eugene Vanderpool and other officers
of the School for facilities and aid generously
given.

Under the supervision of Peter Smith a long
stretch of the northwestern scarp of the acro-
polis was cleared of shrubbery and other ve-
getation. It had been proposed to lay a line of
cement pipes inside the enclosing wire fense to
carry away the rush of water shed by the roof
of the Main Building in time of heavy rain and
thereby to prevent serious damage to the ad-
joining currant vineyard of George Petropou-
los. Taking advantage of this opportunity we
laid bare the face of the bank to a lenght of
more than 70 m. looking for possible deposits
of interest, or heaps of discarded fragments of
wall paintings, such as the one found in 1961,
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or for clear evidence of the stratification of the
accumulated debris on the hill.

Stratigraphic evidence was revealed in seve-
ral places along the scarp, in which some stubs
of stone walls appeared. In the nearly vertical
slope below the Wine Magazine remains of a
substantial wall, 11m. long, 1 m. thick, and
standing in eight courses, 1.10 m. high, were
exposed. It was built against the stereo forming
the edge of the hill, in which a bedding trench
for the wall had been cut. A piece of painted
plaster was wedged between the stereo and the
wall 0.95 m. below the top of the latter.

In general the stratification shows at the top
a layer, 0.70 m. to 0.80 m. thick, of dark sur-
face soil containing mixed pottery, next a stra-
tum, 0.30 m. to 0.35 m. deep, of burned red-
dish clay from dissolved crude brick which
yielded kylix stems and pithos fragments. Be-
neath the clay lies yellowish brown earth con-
taining Mycenaean and perhaps Middle Hel-
ladic (Mattpainted) sherds. In some places a
still deeper dark yellow stratum appears with
associated Middle Helladic pottery.

An extensive area, 14 m. long and 2 m. wide,
at the southwestern end of the northwestern
scarp, in which were seen segments of several
walls (PIl. 162a), yielded a vast amount of pot-
tery that lay in alternating black and yellowish
strata; this may have been a place for throw-
ing out broken pots and other rubbish from abo-
ve. Coarse and fine wares are represented, all
Mycenaean, many fragments bearing traces
of painted decoration. In addition bits of bron-
ze, obsidian, flint and ivory, several terracotta
whorls, and other objects were found.

Just northeast of the Wine Magazine in a
small area, 1.90 m. by 1.35 m., and below a
floor probably of Mycenean IIlA, a sounding
was carried down to stereo at a depth of 1.25
m. Digging was done in a series of 19 arbitra-
ry levels. At 0.80 m. beneath the floor were
found fragments of a fine vase, decorated with
double axes of the mainland type; one obsidian
and two flint arrowheads came from lower le-
vels.

Near the southern angle of the acropolis Mr.
Smith opened two trenches just above the stee-
ply rising southeastern edge of the hill inside
the wire fencing. Stereo was reached under a
layer of disturbed yellowish brown earth. Noth-
ing was brought to light except the ruts of a
path or narrow roadway worn into hardpan
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in which were found some iron nails and bits
of bronze.

Farther southward trial trenches tested the
area near the actual south corner of the site
and were ultimately joined to the exploratory
soundings of 1962 along the southern side of
the elevation. Under the plowed earth Mr.
Smith quickly encountered stereo on the upper
slope; lower down the hill an irregular hollow,
nearly 1.60 m. deep, was found filled with loo-
se rubble and debris, largely chunks of crude
brick, hardened by fire. The southern part of
the hollow had apparently been penetrated by
a deeper cutting which was also filled with
debris, lumps of hardened brick and stones.
Near the steep southwestern adge of the hill
several dilapidated stone walls appeared, pro-
bably the ends ofhouses ofthe lower town which
had been built directly against the scarp. Like
the similar fill of stones and remnants of crude
brick found here in 1962 this rubbish heap
probably represents the wreckage which had
been cleared away from the top of the acro-
polis in preparation of the ground for the erec-
tion of the palace of Mycenaean Il1IB.

Behind the Main Building George Papatha-
nasopoulos resumed for a few days his investi-
gation of the deep habitation deposit that lies
just outside the northwestern exterior wall of
the palace. This project has not yet been fi-
nished, but a good many pieces of fine early
Mycenaean pottery (L. H. I) were found, and
some light has been reflected on the history
of the early occupation of the hill.

Under the direction of Miss Rawson the task
of cleaning the floor of the Portico of the Main
Building was resumed and completed. A large
part of it, especially in the northeastern sec-
tion, had been finished in 1962; this year the
outer side and part of the southwestern quar-
ter were worked over by two skilled men, Ni-
kos Rhegas and Nikos Dimitropoulos. The di-
vision into squares has now been fully recover-
ed, the decorative motives in many squares
have been recognized and a plan will be drawn
by Mr. de Jong. The whole central section of
the flool of the Vestibule has also been clean-
ed: here unfortunately the surface of the ctuc-
co has suffered greatly from the effects of the
fire, and very little of the decoration has sur-
vived. It has been established, however, that
an underlying earlier floor was divided by dou-
ble incised lines into rectangles, and in some

instances faint vestiges of the linear patterns
can be distinguished.

Many of the doorways in the Main Building
and in the Southwestern Building were again
exposed to view, plans of the thresholds and
bases of the doorjambs were drawn by Miss
Athanasiades.

Much time-consuming effort was devoted
during the season to a study of the pottery found
in the palace. A detailed survey was made of
all the shapes represented and a classification
was drawn up for use in the ultimate publica-
tion. The immense stock of household pottery
recovered in the pantries (Pl. 161) offered an
unusual opportunity for analysis, since this is
the only comprehensive collection of such ma-
terial that has yet been salvaged from a My-
cenaean palace. The major part of the work
was done by Miss Rawson, who had much as-
sistance from Professor Lang in determining
the form of classification and presentation, and
in typing. Miss Rawson found time, too, to
select some scores of characteristic examples
of shapes that have been differentiated, and
to supervise the photographing of them by
Emile Saraphis of Athens.

The abundance of intact, or mended but
more or less nearly complete pots, provided
an opportunity for measuring the capacities
of many vessels of numerous types. This work
was efficiently done by our foreman, Dionysios
Androutsakes, who used containers of certified
capacities holding 1,000, 500, 200, 100, and 50
grams. All told 788 vases were measured, and
Miss Lang has prepared a preliminary analy-
sis, comparing these units with the units of
analogous measurements recorded in the Li-
near B tablets from the palace.

A great deal of attention was likewise be-
stowed by Miss Rawson on the miscellaneous
objects of various kinds which have been glean-
ed from the wreckage in the many rooms throu-
ghout the complex of buildings. In their pre-
sent state, it must be admitted, almost all of
these remnants are, to say the least, pitiful
to contemplate; but it was judged useful as
an object-lesson to sort out and illustrate typi-
cal examples to show the destructive power of
a tramendous fire. For virtually all the objects
made of perishable material, including most
of the metals, were melted, twisted, warped,
deformed or burned to ashes, and only the ta-
blets, pots and terracottas made of clay sur

Institutional Repository - Library & Information Centre - University of Thessaly
16/10/2023 21:57:27 EEST - 167.114.118.212



MEZ>HNIA - HAEIA 163

vived the disaster, even these often in a damaged
state. Representative pieces were selected by
Miss Rawson and photographed by Miss Lang.

In addition to her generous aid in solving
other problems Miss Lang continued her major
work on the frescoes with brilliant success in
joining and fitting together many pieces which
provide new compositions; (Pl. 162b) she
has likewise corrected errors and earlier inter-
pretations of some scenes. The transformation
of the pink griffins from Hall 64 into dogs is
only one of her triumphs. She has, moreover,
compiled a catalogue of all the fragments of
frescoes bearing recognizable scenes and de-
corative motives.

During the month of July, Mr. de Jong col-
laborated with Miss Lang and recorded in
watercolor many of the new discoveries as well
as some from earlier years not yet drawn. He
also took measurements and traced the surviv-
ing remains of the patterns used in the decoration
of the floors in the Vestibule and the Portico
of the Megaron for drawings which will be fi-
nished in watercolor.

It had been our hope that we might be able
to bring to a close this year our work in the Pa-
lace of Nestor at Englianos. Despite heroic ef-
forts on the part of the staff, however, it prov-
ed to be impossible to work through the vast
amount of pottery and other material that has
been accumulated in the past twelve years;
and we have with some satisfaction reconciled
ourselves to the agreable necessity of continu-
ing our activity another season in western Mes-

senia.
CARL W. BLEGEN

ANAZKADAI MYAOY

Al Adyoug Oyeiog 1o Gvaoko@éwg ai Epyaaial
100 1963 dl€rxbnoav Kupiwg €1 1 Mouaegiov
MoOAou. 'Ekei KOTEOTN duvaATOV VA HEAETNOWOIV
000 gupnuata €ixov €v 1@ PETaEd OLYKPOTNOR
€K TwV GvaoKa@®v KouKouvapag TwV TIPONYOUUE-
Vv €Tv. 'OAlyorjuepog povov Avookoer ETe-
XEIPOn €i¢ Koukouvdpav, iva kaboplodbry TIAn-
pwg 6 BoAWTOC TaQOC Akbdvag 1.

‘O 10Q0¢ 00T0¢ €iXEV £YKATOAEIPON AUICKAPNG,
0TI 6 BOA0g €VpIoKETO €I GOAIOV KOTACTAGIV.
'H 'YTinpeoia 'ApXQIOTATWV ATIECTEINE TOV K.
X. Z@okiavaknv, doTiq EMSEging EMpaypOTOTIOi-
noev O0mocTtuAwWGIV d1& TIAéypatog E0Awv (M iv.

163 a), AT OOV T TIPOOdP TG EKTKAPNG TN
B6Aov ouveETANPOUTO. TA TOXWHOTO OUWG TNG
B6Aou eixov TOOOV E£TIKIVOLVWG dloppayr], WOTE,
av Kai ta E0Aa a@édnoav eig v B0V Twv, 06
TAQOG OLVETEDE PE TAG TIPWTAC PpPoxag Ttol Xel-
Hovog, d16T 00dgPio OTEPEWOIC NTO duvath).

Mpokeitan Tepi BOAWTOL TAPOL TAC KATNYopPIag
TV PIKpWV. 'H didpetpog g 66Aov rTo 6.20 .,
oi 3¢ Ttoixol dietpolvio PéEXPL PeyioTou LYOUG
2.50 Y. TO otdpiov dieTNPEiTo péXPIG bWoug 1.95 .
(T0 AvOQEAIOV €AEITIE) Kai TO TIAATOC £EWTEPIKAC
Ato 1.32, éowteplkwg &€ 1.20 p. Apopog dév OTAp-
XEV 1 6oov €oxnuatilev 6 tOuBog g BoMou,
10Tl 6 TAPOC NTO €€ OANOKANPOL UTIEPYEIOG.

Eig 10 OYog 0,70 amé 1ol damédOU AVEQAVNTOV
TG TIPWTA Kpavia, a.Tiva €iXov PETOTOTIOON PET
ENAXIOTWV GAAWV OCTQV KOTA TAV TIEPIPEPEIOY
m¢ 66Mov. Eig 16 a01d OYog Kai g v dUTIKAV
TIAEUPAV TAG BOAOU TTAPETNPOUVTIO IBIITEPWG EV-
Tova TA ixvn Tupdg gig dvo otpwpata EPpag (16
€v épBave ta 10-12 €k. TdKouG). ‘ETU autwv EKEl-
TO EKTETAPEVOC O OKEAETOCG NMICEIOG POVOV ENA-
@ou, ¢ SIETHPOLVTO TA 00TA, dVO HOVOV OTIACT
Kai ev pévov képag peydiwv dlaotdoswv (90 ék.
UAKog). Mapd TOV OKEAETOV €0pEONOav S0 pI-
Kpa ayyeia, mpoxoidiov (Miv. 163 B) Kai diw-
Tov okugdplov (Miv. 163y), xpovoloyoUueva
Tepi T 700 | oAiyov PBpadltepov. 'Emopévwg €o-
pIOKOPEBD TIPO TWV  AEIPAVWY  PEYOAOTIPETIOUG
Buaiag EAANVIKAG €TOXNAC TIPOC TIMAV TV Mu-
KNVaiwv  vekpwv  Tpoyovwv. AloonueiwTtog
gival | Buaia EAdagou, NI Kai gig GANoLC TaPoug
MG NOAoL €ENKPIBWON. QG yvwaoTdy, TO eLYeVEQ
ToUT0 {@ov KatoAopBavel omoudaiav BEov Kai
gig¢ TV puBoloyiav, GANG Kai eig tdq Buaiag pé-
XP! Kai Twv Pwpdik®v xpévwv. 'Idlaitépwg €vou-
polueba 1a& TAQ Buaiag ¢ 'leryévelag.

‘O 1000¢ NTO0 TeEAEiWG oeouAnuévog. 'E@epev
€va HOVov AAKKOV €1 TO damedov, AANG Kai o0ToC
€ixe ouAndr. TouLAdxIOTOV 13 Kpavia TEPIEXEV
0 14@Qo¢ OdleokopTuopéva. OoTpoka e0péBnoav
OAiya, mavia ¢ petayeveotépag (Muk. 1l B,
iowg kai 11 A) émoxng, GAAG pbévov dlo ayyeia
gival mpog TG TApPOV TIANPN. Movwtog KOoBog
aouviBoug oxnuatog (Miv. 1640) kai étepoq
UETA TIPOXONG, OOTIC €iXE XPnOolPoTIoING WG AU-
xvog (Miv. 164 B). Eig 10 Bdbog 100 AdKKOU gixe
TEPIOWON  YAWOGCOEIBEG HPOXaiplov HETE  TPIWV
NAwv (UnK. 0,185), €i¢ 8¢ T& Xwpata To0 AGKKOU
€0PEON HIKPA QOKOEIBNG OQpayig UTIOTpaCivou
XoAkndoviou (Miv. 164y). 'H moapdotoolg ei-
val Aiav évdla@épouoa, SIOTI eikovidel veapav
AvopIKAV poperv TipooTiaBoloav va 1ndnon (A
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Pylos: Pots 0Of various shapes from Pantry 20
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Pylos: a. Walls projecting from scarp near southwestern end of steep edge of acropolis, from NE.
b. Fresco of Blue Birds. Fitted together by Professor Lang and drawn by Mr. de Jong

CARL BLEGEN
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