MPOZ TOIZ EPMAIZ

INVESTIGATIONS AT Nos. 7-9 THESEION STREET, ATHENS

Early in 1962 two small adjoining houses at Nos. 7 and 9 Theseion Street, about
140 meters northeast of the Temple of Hephaistos, were demolished for the purpose
of erecting a new building. The northeastern half of the joint plot, No. 7, was ex-
cavated to a depth of three meters below the street without finding anything of in-
terest. The southeastern half, No. 9, was carried down a meter deeper, and here a
substantial ancient foundation was encountered. Building operations were sus-
pended so that an archaeological investigation could be conducted, and this lasted
for about two weeks during the month of March 1962. The foundations were found
to belong to a large building of early Roman times; at a lower level walls of houses
of Hellenistic and Classical times appeared. Built into the walls of the Roman
building were two inscribed stelai with decrees in praise of cavalry officers which,
according to their texts, were to be set up, the one «in the Stoa of the Herms»,
the other «near the Herms». The importance of these discoveries will be immedia-
tely apparent to anyone acquainted with the problems of the topography of the
Agora area, and a fuller account of them is given below.

THE EXCAVATION

The plan (Fig. 1), which was drawn by Mr. John Travlos, shows the position
of the plot under consideration in relation to the Agora and the roads leading out
from its northwest corner and also to two other nearby plots which were investi-
gated recently at No. 7 Hadrian Street and No. 11 Hastings Streetl. The detail
plan (Fig. 2) and the section (Fig. 3) which we also owe to Mr. Travlos, and the
photographs on Plates 36 and 37 show the ancient remains that appeared in the

NOTE. A complete draft of this article was ready in the summer of 1962, a month or so before
the untimely death ofJohn Threpsiades. Only minor changes have been made in preparing it for
the press. Meanwhile, Christian Habicht has published a stele found at the Kerameikos containing
two decrees, one of the boule the other of the hippeis, in honor of one of the hipparchs of 188/7 B.C.
(A.M., 76 (1961) pp. 127 - 143). Habicht also deals with the Agora inscription published by
Woodhead, Hesperia 29 (1960) p. 78 which we have discussed below. He recognizes it as a decree
of the hippeis and suggests a fuller restoration than that offered by Woodhead. He keeps to Wood-
head’s general formula, however, and therefore his restoration too seems invalid for the reasons
given below, pp. 106-107.

1. Hesperia, XXWVIII (1959) pp. 289 -297.
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Fig. 1. General plan of the Agora
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Fig. 2. Plan of the Excavation at 7 -9 Theseion Street
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102 J. THREPSIADES - E. VANDERPOOL

Theseion Street plot2. The main feature is two heavy foundations which meet at
right angles to one another. The longer of the two, which cuts diagonally across
the plot is 1.75 m. wide and carried steps and a stylobate facing south. It is built
in its upper part of large squared blocks, re-used, mostly of poros but one of Hy-
mettian marble. The two inscribed stelai (Nos. | and 2) were also built into this
foundation. The blocks are bedded in mortar. A maximum of five courses is pre-
served in situ. Beneath these blocks there is a sub-foundation of concrete and small
stones which went down 2.10 meters to bedrock at the only point we checked it.

The shorter foundation runs at right angles to the longer and bonds with it.
Its width is 1.10 meters and it probably carried a wall. It is constructed of re-used
blocks throughout. It falls at the edge of the lot, and alongside it, in the very corner
of the lot, part of an apsidal structure which probably belonged to it was exposed.
It will be recalled that there was an apse connected with the building found at
No. 11 Hastings Street.

2. Any Byzantine remains that there may have been were removed in the digging done by the
builders. All that remained was half of a large pithos which was visible in the scarp at the back
of the lot. In the last months of 1962 a sewer was dug under Hastings Street at a depth of about
four meters. It cut through many walls, apparently of Byzantine times, which had ancient blocks
built into them. A large drum of an unfluted column of Hymettian marble was noted standing
beside one of the walls. It was shifted a little out of the line of the sewer but left in the ground and
re-buried.
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A clue to the date of this large building is given by the style of construction, parti-
cularly the use of mortar in the joints and the deep sub-foundation of concrete and
small stones, which suggests the second century after Christ. The small amount
of pottery found in what seemed to be contemporary filling within the angle form-
ed by the two walls of the building is at least as late as the first century after Christ.
Some characteristic fragments are described below (Nos. 12 - 14).

A handsome marble step block of classical times (No. 6) lay in this fill in the
position shown on the plan, Fig. 2. It rested on a working floor level with the top
ofone ofthe courses ofthe main Roman foundation and had evidently been brought
to the site for use as building material but had been abandoned and buried where
it lay. The floor on which it rested had traces of mortar on it showing that mortar
for the wall had been mixed at this level.

No actual ground level was found to go with the early Roman building. That
indicated at 52.55 in the section Figure 3 is suggested by the wall construction.
A covered drain built of bricks and stone (at 53.00 in Fig. 2) appeared to be of
late Roman times as did two terracotta pipes shown just above it on the same
plan.

Exploring the deeper levels in the angle formed by the two walls of the early
Roman building we came on a rubble foundation probably of late Hellenistic times.
A marble perirrhanterion (No. 7) was built into one corner of this foundation,
but elsewhere only small stones were used.

Lower still was a corner of wall, also of rubble, with a good firm earth floor in
the angle (at 51.55 in Figure 3). It appeared to be the sockle of a house wall
of classical times.

In a trial trench south of the main early Roman foundation bedrock was reached
at a depth of 2.80 meters below the preserved top of the foundation (50.25 in
Figs. 2 and 3). Pottery from the lower part of this trench was predominantly
of the sixth century B.C., and there may have been a well of this period close to and
partly under the Roman foundation. Some characteristic sherds from the fill over
bedrock are described below (Nos. 15 - 18).

CATALOGUE OF MOVABLE FINDS

The movable finds were taken to the store rooms of the Ephor of Athens, locat-
ed in the Library of Hadrian, and were inventoried there. Their inventory num-
bers are noted in the catalogue below.

An exception was made in the case of three large marbles, Nos. 6 and 7 of our
catalogue, and a small lonic column base which were deposited in the Agora Ex-
cavations just inside the north gate. These have received Agora inventory num-
bers.

1. (Plate 38a). An inscribed stele of Hymettian marble with pedimental top.
The corner akroteria are broken off and the stele is chipped along the edges, but
there is very little damage to the text. Found in a foundation of early Roman times
in which it had been re-used as building material.
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Height, 1.08 m.; width of stele above, 0.375 m.; width below, 0.41.; thickness,
0.09 m. Height of letters, 0.006 m.

Inv. No. 767.

HIPPARGHS AND PHYLARCHS HONORED

[Ap]lopokARg Apkéoavtog "Qabev €iTtev €Tel
a. 282/1 [®n] oi immapxol kai o1 @uAapxol ot €1ti NIK[i]
0V APXOVTOCG SIOTETEAEKACIV APXOVTEG TNV
apxnv Kotd tolg VOPouG Kai ETIIPEAOPEVOL
5 100 ITTKOV OTWw¢ Gv XProIPov i Twl dNIol,

ETHPEPEANVTAL O KA TG KOTOAOYNG TWV
IMTMEWV Kai TIpooKatéatnoav iTt(TT)€ig eKATOV
[]Ttwg dv dvamAnpwBévieg oi ITtTteiq 1g TO
[dv]vatdv eTti TOV TTAPOVTOC Kai yevouevol

10 [t]plakodciol TAG Xpeiag TTapEXovTal T XW
[Plai, €mepeAndnoav de Kai OTIWG GV QUAOPXOI
lw]ov maoaig Taig @VAdiq kai AvBei 6 vouog
[& K]wAVWV €K TIAVTIWVY TWV ITITIEWV QUAOPXEIV
[TSA]v BovAduevov, ETTIUEPEANVTAL ¢ KA TWV

15 [t]procewVv Kai Twv doKIPaciwy, £Toincav o
Kai TAV TV CWPATWY SOKIHaaiav KATA Tov
VOUOV PETA TAC BOUANG KOAWC Kai ocuu@epol[v/
TWG TWL TE dNPWI Kai TOIG (TTIEVOIY, ETTIPE
HEANVTAL 3¢ Kai TNC TWV Oitwv d60ewg WOoT €

20 XeIWv TouG ITITTEIG EVTAKTWG KOATA TIPUTAVEL
[a]v ékaotnv, dlateAobaol &€ Kai T GAAA TIAV
T[a] kai idial kai KOIVET QIAOTIHOVUEVOL
TIepi TE TOUQ ITITIEIC KAi Tov drjpov Ayabesi
TOXEl 0edOXBaI TOIG iTTIeEVOIV ETTaIVETQl

25 pev toU0q immdpxouvgv 'A(A)Kipaxov KisoBov
Aou  Mvppivovaiov kai vu Nikoyé{v)nv ApkE
oavtog Evwvvpéa, émaivécal 8¢ kai 1o0¢ Qv
Adpxovgv Alovooiov Mapynttiov, Mévwva
‘ITtrtotopddnv, KaAiidnuov EVwvvpéa, vwuv

30 KoAAddnv Zteipiéa, Avaimmmov KAttiov, v
Xapiav Ke@aAnbev, "AvTipaxov AxXapved, vu
Mpo&evov PAvEa, OPaCUKANV AgKEAEED, LWV
’Apiotopmwvta Oivaiov, MOBwva AAWTIEKN OV,
KOl OTEQAVWOal €KAOTOV AUTWV XPLOWI OTE

35 @Aavwl KAaTA(T)V 1oV VOUoV OpeTrg €veka Kai
@\oTIPiag TAG €1g To0g ITITIEIC Kai Tov dN
pov 3w Gv Kai oi dAAol oi agi kadioTdpe
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VOl @IAOTIHQVTAL ETTIIPEAEICOON TWV (TITIE
wv €ido6TEC NTI XApitag ArtoAnyovtal A&l

40 0¢ TWV EVEPYETNUATWV Avaypdyal de Tade
[T]6 wnR@iopa Toug YPAUPATEIG TV ITITap)wv
[ev] otiAaig AIBivaig dveiv kai otioal TP
[Huev] mpog Tt Moosdwviwl, TNV &' £tépav gv
[Tt o]todt 1wV 'Eppwv vacat

Line 7, IMEIZ. Line 25, AAKIMAXON. Line 26, NIKOFrEMHN.

Although the inscription is not strictly stoichedon, a stoichedon order is gene-
rally followed. Such variations as there are usually occur towards the right margin
and are evidently intended to give better word division. For the same reason one
or more letter spaces are sometimes left blank between words in the middle of a
line or at the end of a line. This is most apparent among the names in lines 29 - 32.

Our stele contains a decree ofthe cavalrymen or knights in honor of their officers,
the hipparchs and phylarchs, who had discharged their duties ably during their
term of office in the archonship of Nikias. The decree was presumably passed some
time in the following year.

Lines 2 and 3: the archon Nikias. There are three archons named Nikias in the
first half of the third century B.C., the period to which our stele evidently belongs.
According to the latest tables3 they are to be dated as follows: Nikias, I, 296/5
B.C.; Nikias Il, 282/1 B.C.; and Nikias Ill, of Otryne, 266/5 B.C. Which of
the three is named in our inscription? Nikias 111, of Otryne, can be eliminated,
as he is regularly referred to with his demotic, no doubt to distinguish him from
his predecessors. Furthermore, Alkimachos, who appears as hipparch on our stele,
served as paredros in the year of Nikias of Otryne (1.G., 112, 668, lines 17 - 19)
and no man could hold two offices in the same year. The year of Nikias | can pro-
bably be eliminated also. It was a troubled year in which the tyrant Lachares
was overthrown and the archonship was divided into two periods, before and
after the overthrow, of which the second was qualified as the laterd. Our text con-
tains no suggestion of any disturbance; on the contrary the officers are praised
(lines 19-21) for having secured regular distributions of grain prytany by prytany.

Nikias Il remains, and it is virtually certain that he is the archon referred to in
our inscription. His year was one of democratic government, and the date, 282/1
B.C., suits what we know from other sources of the careers of the hipparch Alki-
machos and the phylarch Thrasykles (see below). There is a peculiarity in the script
which also weighs in favor of this year. The letter phi is written with only the upper
half of the round part indicated. This peculiarity occurs sporadically in the early
third and even in the late fourth century B.C., but the only inscription besides

3. W.B. Dinsmoor, Hesperia, XXIIl (1954) pp. 313-314. B.D. Meritt, The Athenian Year (Ber-
keley and Los Angeles 1961) pp. 232 - 233.
4. 1.G., 112, 644. Meritt, The Athenian Year, pp. 178 - 179.

14
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106 J. THREPSIADES - E. VANDERPOOL

ours where it occurs virtually throughout is 1.G., 112, 6575, from the year of the
archon Euthios who preceeded Nikias I1.

Lines 6-10 deal with recruiting, and we are told that the commanders built
up the strength of the cavalry corps as far as was possible at the time by adding
one hundred men and so bringing the total up to three hundred. The theoretical
strength of the cavalry corps in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. was one thou-
sand men though even then it was not always possible to maintain the full strength.
With the abolition of compulsory military service at the end of the fourth century,
enrollement dropped sharply. The fact that in the archonship of Nikias Piraeus
was still occupied by a Macedonian garrison6 no doubt added to the difficulties,
and this is perhaps referred to indirectly by the phrase «as far as possible at present».

Lines 11-14 deal with phylarchs. We are told that a phylarch was provided
for each of the tribes, and the implication is that these posts had not all been filled
in the immediately preceeding years. We are further told that the law which pre-
vented phylarchs being chosen at large from among the cavalrymen was repealed.
Nothing else is known about this law.

Line 24. «Resolved by the cavalrymen.» One other decree of the cavalrymen is
known. It is published as I.G., 112, 1264, and praises the treasurers of Athena in
the archonship of Hegemachos, 300/299 B.C. (See note at beginning of article).

The inscription Agora | 5143, published by A.G. Woodhead in Hesperia, XXIX,
1960, pp. 78 - 80, No. 155 (=S.E.G., XVIII, No. 31), which honors the hipparchs
might also be a decree of the cavalrymen. Woodhead’s text is as follows:

ca. a. 160 a. NON-XTOIX. ca. 65
Nikoyévng Ni[kw]vog DINaidng kai ca 25 XEIPOTOVNOEV]
1eq Imtrtapyxo]i] €i1g tov EV[Iautdv ToV ETTi------------- apxovtag. vacat ?]

[ .. Jumadng MNopynttio[g sittev emedn NIKOYEVNG KO ...uues eveeeeeeeennee ¢0uoav TA 1EpA TA]

sioNpla KoAwG K[a't e00EPWG, TAG 8¢ Buaiag £moincav TWl T SATIOAWVI Tl Matpw]
1wl Kai Tl Mooedwvi [Tt ‘ITtTtict Kai tolg dAlolg Bgoig oig Tdtplov v, Kai apxo]
Hevol amd TV Bedv dIE[TEAECAV TIPATTOVTEG dOA TIPOCHKEV OUTOIC OKOAOUBWC TOIC]

[T]le vopoig kai T[o]ig 1pn@licyactv 100 dAuou, Kai Ttapeixav €ouTolg OTIOVORG Kai @iAo]

Tiplag ovbév  [EAAsiTtovTag) ]

We should like to propose a somewhat different restoration from that of the
original editor. His first sentence is not satisfactory, having no finite verb, but

5. J. Kirchner and G. Klaffenbach, Imagines inscriptionum atticarum?2 (1948), no. 78 (no. 77 of
the first edition).
6. Hesperia V11 (1938) pp. 100 - 103, lines 30 - 31.
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only a participle, and while such a construction might be acceptable in a dedi-
cation, with &vébnke understood, it is unparalleled in a decree. Furthermore, his
restoration leaves an awkward gap at the end of line two.

We would propose reversing the roles of the two persons whose names are pre-
served on the stone, making Nikogenes the orator of the decree and the man from
Gargettos one of the two hipparchs. We thus obtain a simple preamble of a kind
often found in decrees, especially those of private or semi-official bodies. The re-
sulting text has a shorter line with about 48 letters and the other restorations have
been adapted to suit this requirement. New readings have been made from the
stone at the beginning of lines 3 and 5.

ca. a. 160 a. NON-XTOIX ca. 48
Nikoyévng Ni[kw]vog PIA[aidng €ittev emeidn ol xeipotovnOEv]

1eq Imtmapxot] €1¢ TOovV €[Viavtov 1OV ETT ......... ca 9. apxovtacg]

Tiadng FapynTtio[g kar nomen cjaér:\t)ticum ¢0uvoav TA 1Epd TA]

sionpia KOAWG K[on eVOERWC TWI TE ANuwl Kal Taig Xapl]

olv Ka'l Tl Moceldwvi [Tt 'ITITTiw! KaTd T& TTaTpla Kal apxo]

HEVOL A0 TV Bewv SIE[TEAECAV TIPATIOVTEG OKOAOVOWC TOIC]

[T]le véuoig katl Toig Ynyliopaotv tov drpov oTiovdng Kai @ilo]

Tiplag ovBév [EAAeiTTOVTEC 1

Line 3. Zijuadng is also possible and some longer name carried over from the
previous line perhaps cannot be excluded.

Lines 4-5. The restoration twl tT€ ARpwl Kai Taig Xdaplowv is by no means certain,
but may be supported by a general appeal to the ephebic decrees I.G., 112, 1006,
lines 6-7; 1008, lines 5-7; and 1011, lines 5-7.

Line 25. The hipparch Alkimachos Kleoboulou Myrrhinousios is known from
inscriptions, and certain facts about his career and his family can be ascertained.
He himself served as paredros to the archon Nikias (11l1) of Otryne in 266/5 B.C.7
His son Thoukritos was general in four separate years around the middle of the
third century8 &and was orator of a decree passed in 226/5 B.C.9 Our decree tells
us that Alkimachos was hipparch in the archonship of Nikias, probably Nikias II
of 282/1 B.C., a date which fits nicely with the facts outlined above.

7. 1.G., 112, 668, line 19.

8. I.G., 112, 2856 and 1286. Meritt’s dates for the archons in question range from 262/1 to 250/
249 B.C.: The Athenian Year, pp. 233 -234. J. Pouilloux, La Forteresse de Rhamnonte, pp. 124- 127,
would lower these dates by five or ten years.

9. Hesperia I'V (1935) pp. 525 - 529.
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Line 26. The other hipparch, Nikogenes Arkesantos Euonymeus, is not other-
wise known; I.G., 112, 6160 may, however, be the tombstone of his father.

Line 28. The name Dionysios has been reported twice from the deme Gargettos:
1.G., 112, 478, line 39 of 305/4 B.C. and Hesperia, XVII (1948) p. 47, no. 43 (11l
or Il century B.C.).

Line 29. There is a conspicuous gap of four letter spaces at the end of this line.
The name of the phylarch of Aigeis (IVV) should have come at this point but it
does not appear. Since we are specifically told that there were phylarchs for all
the tribes (lines 11 - 12), the omission must be due to an oversight on the part
of the scribe. Perhaps the problem of whether to use the vacant space or leave it
blank distracted him momentarily and caused him to omit one name.

Line 30. Kalliades Steirieus. A Kalliades, son of Hermagoras of Steiria who was
secretary of the ephebes in 107/6 B.C. might be a descendant (LG., 112, 1011,
column V, lines 121 - 123).

Lysippos Kettios. This name appears as that of a trierarch shortly before the
middle of the fourth century B.C.10 and also in a list of about the same period (I.G.
112, 2382). He is undoubtedly an ancestor of our phylarch.

Line 32. The Proxenos of Phlya whose name appears on a tombstone of the
fourth century B.C. is perhaps an ancestor (I.G., 112, 7704).

Thrasykles of Dekeleia. This man is well known. He was agonothetes in 271/
270 B.C. and set up his tripods on the great choregic monument that had been
erected by his father Thrasyllos at the top of the cavea of the theater of Dionysosu.
From the present decree we learn that he was phylarch in the archonship of Ni-
kias, probably Nikias Il which falls just eleven years earlier, a reasonable interval.

Line 41. Secretaries to the hipparchs are mentioned here for the first time.

Line 43. The Poseidonion where one of the two stelai was to be set up was the
sanctuary of Poseidon at Kolonos Hippios, the Kolonos of the Knights. See Har-
pokration and Suidas s.v. KoAwvétag. For these and additional references, see R.E.
Wycherley, The Athenian Agora Ill, Literary and Epigraphical Testimonia, pp. 99 and
100.

Line 44. The other copy of the decree was to be set up in the Stoa of the Herms.
This is the copy that has been discovered, and it is interesting to note that it was10 11

10. I.G., IP, 1609, line 67 and 1611, line 343.
11. I.G., IP, 3083; cf. 3056.
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found only about 50 meters west of the hypothetical position of the stoa as shown
on current plans of the Agora (e.g. Fig. 1)12

This is not the place to review all the evidence concerning the Stoa of the Herms,
but a brief statement of our views may be opportune. Very little is known about
the Stoa, and what little there is has been variously interpreted. The building has
come in for more than its share of comment in modern times and has attracted the
attention not only of topographers but also of historians because of the interest
aroused by the Eion epigrams carved on herms set up in the buildingl3.

The Stoa of the Herms was the earliest of the great stoas that bordered the Ago-
ra, and we hear of it for the first time in connection with the herms that w'ere set
up in it with epigrams inscribed on them commemorating the victory at Eion on
the Strymon in 476/5 B.C. It is a reasonable inference, although it cannot be
proved, that the Stoa itself was erected at this same time. It appears to have shared
the north side of the Agora with the Stoa Poikile which was probably built about
460 B.C. In front ofit, stretching from the Poikile and from the Royal Stoa (that
is, on either side of the Panathenaic Way at the northwest corner of the Agora)
were «The Herms» as they were called, a numerous group of monuments set up
both by private individuals and by magistrates. This area was frequented by the
cavalrymen and so was an ideal place to set up decrees and monuments in their
honor, a custom illustrated by the present stele and by the next item, No. 2, and
also by the Bryaxis base (I.G., 112, 3130) which was found in situ just north of the
Stoa of Zeus (=Royal Stoa).

It is interesting to note that like the Eion herms, our stele was to set up in the
Stoa, rather than in front of it or beside it or near it. The recent excavations at
Brauron under the direction ofJohn Papadimitriou have given us a vivid impress-
ion of a stoa with monuments set up in it see the perspective drawing and plan in
Ergon 1961, pp. 22 and 23.

2. (Plate 38). The lower part of an inscribed stele of Pentelic marble. Itis broken
above, and there is a large chip missing from the left side. Found built into the
same wall as the last item.

Height, 0.56 m.; width, 0.33 m.; thickness, 0.10 m. Height of letters 0.005 m.
Inv. No. 766.

HIPPARCHS AND PHYLARCHS HONORED

inter annos 286 et 261 a. NON - >TOIX. ca. 43.

12. First shown thus by John Travlos in his article «The West Side of the Athenian Agora Re-
stored» in Hesperia, Supplement V111, p. 388 and the plan p. 386.

13. W. Judeich’s straightforward account, Topographie von Athen2, pp. 369 -370, seems to us the
best. The most recent account is by R. E. Wycherley, The Athenian Agora Ill, Literary and Epigra-
phical Testimonia, pp. 102 - 108, esp. p. 104, who gathers the ancient testimony, analyses some re-
cent discussions and makes a novel proposal of his own. The direct reference to the Stoa of the
Herms in our text sweeps away any doubt as to the building’s existence such as has been enter-
tained by some previous commentators.
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Ko
v BJovAnv Kai Tov d[APOV Kal AVEITIEV Tov OT]
£€pavov To0ToV AIOVUGIWV TwV [HEYAAWV TwWI Aywvil TNC]
3¢ ToINoEWC TOU oTeE@AVOL Kal T[AG Avayopeloew( ETTIUE]
5 AnBrval 1o0¢ eTti TET dloiknoeg]r gival avToig Kai TIpoed]
piav €y TIAO1 TOIG AYWOIV 0I¢ 1] TIOA[IG TiBnotv dvaypdawai]
3¢ Tade TO Yn@lopa Kai Ta ovouat[a Twv ITIMApXwV Kai T]
WV QUAAPXWV gV OTAANL AIBivel Tov [ypappatea tov K]
atd Tputaveiav Kai atioal pog 1oig ‘Ep[uaic- €1g 8¢ TR

10 v avaypa@nv tM¢ otNANG pepical to0¢ €Tt[i TEi dloIKNOE]

L A dpaxudc.

ITtrapxog ITtItapxog
AIOKANG TeBpdoiog DAV DPpedpplo[c]
@LAapPXOL (PLAapPXOI
15 [. 714 [IKOdNG ApIdvaiog >woiotpatog Zouvie[0g]
[ ca *..]Ang¢ Knoiolevg 25 ©eoundng ‘EAxsvonlog
[—a 6 Jv AiBaAidng AyaBaiog MpooTIAATIOq
I ca 6 Jog EpxIeLg Ayviag €& Oiou
[ ca 6 Jog OnOsev NA€wV MaAANveLg
20 r ca 6 JUNC ABpOVELG > waolyévng Muppivodaiog

30 o6 dnpuocg

We have the closing lines of a decree ofthe Demos in honor of the hipparchs and
phylarchs whose names are listed below. The date cannot be fixed exactly but it
must fall between the years 286 and 261 B.C. because of the mention of the plu-
ral board of administration, ot emti ™) dloikroel, in lines 5 and 1014 It will be pro-
bably later rather than earlier in this period because of what we know of the ca-
reer of the phylarch Agathaios of Prospalta who was still active in 239 B.C. (see
below).

The stele was to be set up «near the Herms» (line 9), an appropriate location
since that part of the Agora, the northwest corner, is known to have been frequent-
ed by the cavalrymen as we have already observed in the commentary on No. 1.

Of the hipparchs and phylarchs whose names are well enough preserved to be

14. See W. B. Dinsmoor, The Archons of Athens in the Hellenistic Age, pp. 65 - 66. We have adjusted
Dismoor’s dates slightly to correspond with the archon list of B.D. Meritt, The Athenian Tear, pp-
221 -226 and 233.
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read only one can be identified with certaintly, but several others come from well
known families.

Agathaios of Prospalta (line 26) was agonothetes in the archonship of Kallime-
des, 252/1 B.C.15, and he helped in the Panathenaia in the archonship of Atheno-
doros 240/39 B.C.16.

The hipparch Philion Phrearrios (line 22) is probably a descendant of the man
of the same name whose two sons served as councillors in the first half of the fourth
century (1.G., 112, 1742, lines 44-48).

Sosistratos of Sounion (line 24) is probably a descendant of Nikesion, son of
Sosistratos, of Sounion who lived in the mid-fourth century. (1.G., 112, 2825, line 4).

Theomedes of Eleusis (line 25) is probably the son of Theogenes, son of Theo-
medes of Eleusis who was hipparch about 320 B.C. (1.G., 112, 1955).

Hagnias of Oion (line 27) is no doubt a descendant of the well known fourth
century family whose stemma is given by J. Kirchner, Prosopographia Attica, I, inset
chart at p. 192.

Sosigenes Myrrinousios (line 29) is probably the son of Sosigenes, son of Sosi-
genes Myrrinousios who was a councillor at the end of the fourth century (1.G.,
112, 1753, lines 44-45; cf. B.S.A., L, 1955, p. 31).

3. (Plate 39). Fragment of an inscribed stele of Hymettian marble. Part of
the left edge is preserved, but on the other sides it is broken. Found in a late Ro-
man context.

Height, 0.07 m.; width, 0.115 m.; thickness, 0.065 m. Height of letters 0.005 m.
Inventory No. 798.

sate. I\//111 a. STOIX.
otpal 1
t peETG TCO]V Al
VOpovI[ /
L.In Xpeul ]
[---1-L 1
4. (Plate 39). The pedimental top ofan inscribed stele of Hymettian marble,

made up of three joining fragments. There are traces of a painted egg and dart
pattern on the moulding below the pediment and also on the raking cornice. Found
in the building fill of the early Roman building.

Preserved height, 0.155; preserved width, 0.35 m.; thickness, 0.11 m. Height of
letters, 0.008 m. Inventory No. 799.

15. I.G., 112, 780. The date is that given by Meritt, Athenian Tear, p. 234.
16. I.G., lla, 784; cf. Meritt, toe. cit.
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saec. I/l a. NON->TOIX.
f Jvm f y
| Jof 1
5. (Plate 39). Fragment of the pedimental top ofa small stele of Hymettian

marble. Broken or chipped on all sides. Found in the building fill of the early Ro-
man building.
Height, 0.12 m.; width, 0.125 m.; thickness, 0.045 m. Height of letter, 0.005 m.
Inventory No. 797.
saec. I/l a. (?)
[6]e[oi]

The inscription is on the moulding below the pediment.

6. (Fig. 4). Step block; Pentelic marble.
Measurements as given on drawing. The clamps are 0.142 m. long, their cross
piece 0.095 m. Agora Inv. No. A 3369.

Complete except for a fragment from the left back corner and some minor chips.
Anathyrosis at left, right and back, the last especially broad. Surface covered by
next step dressed with claw chisel. Surface within anathyrosis dressed with point.
The tread is heavily worn; the dotted line in the drawing indicates the original
edge and shows how far the front has been worn down (about 0.04 m.).

This large, handsome block belongs to the finest period of Greek architecture and
must have come from an important building. It was found lying on a working
floor in the angle formed by the two walls of the early Roman building in the
position shown on the plan Fig. 2.
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7. (Fig. 4). Perirrhanterion. Pentelic Marble.

Height 1.05 m. The capital measures 0.38 m. x 0.41 m. The upper part of the
shaft measures 0.29 m. x 0.31 m. Agora Inv. No. A 3370.

Damaged, but essentially complete. A slightly tapering rectangular shaft with
bevelled corners, crowned by a cavetto capital. The top is cut out to form a basin
0.30 m. in diameter and 0.085 m. deep. Found built into a rubble wall of Helle-
nistic times in the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

Perirrhanteria were basins containing purificatory water. They are known to have
stood at the entrances to the Agora. The positions of two have been located along
the road entering the southwest corner of the Agora. A perirrhanterion very similar
to ours was found near the southeast corner of the Agora (Agora Inv. A 2115).
Ours no doubt stood at the northwest entrance.

For references to the above see R. E. Wycherley, The Athenian Agora Ill, Lite-
rary and Epigraphical Testimonia, p. 218.

8, 9, 10, 11. Marble benches. Three benches of Hymettian marble were noted
built into the early Roman foundation at the points shown in Figs. 2 and 3; see
also the photograph, Plate 37c. A fourth was found in loose fill and was taken to
the Library of Hadrian store room; it is a small fragment from the upper part
of a bench, about 0.20 m. long, cut at one end at an angle of 45 degrees, showing
that these benches come from a rectangular exedra.

12. (Plate 39). Lamp.

Inv. 817. Height 0.035 m.; width 0.065 m.

End of nozzle missing, otherwise intact. Moulded decoration on top consisting
of large ribbed, pointed tongues with dots in background. Thin dull reddish glaze.

R.H. Howland, The Athenian Agora IV, Greek Lamps and their Survivals, pp. 204 -
205, type 56 A. This type is dated in the last years of the first century B.C. and the
first quarter of the first century after Christ.

13. (Plate 39). Pergamene Hemispherical cup.

Inv. 818. Height 0.046 m.; diameter 0.095 m.

About half preserved. A small open bowl with plain rim and ring foot. Buff
clay. Dull, rather flaky red glaze.

Cf. H.S. Robinson, The Athenian Agora V, Pottery of the Roman Period, Chronology,
p. 11, Nos. F6 - FIl. In note 7 the manufacture of Pergamene ware is said to have
begun in the second century B.C. and to have lasted well into the first century
after Christ.

14. (Plate 39). Fragment of plate with vertical rim.

Inv. 819. Height of rim 0.04 m. estimated diameter, 0.135 m.

Part of rim and floor preserved. Vertical rim, concave towards exterior. Flat
floor. No trace of foot. Orange-red glaze.

15
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15. (Plate 39). Fragment of black-figured lekanis lid.

Inv. 820. Max. dim. 0.067 m.

A siren to right, head and part of wing and body preserved. Red for hair and
stripe on wing. Black glaze with a pair of red lines on the reverse.

16. (Plate 29). Fragment of black figured krater.
Inv. 821. Preserved height 0.075 m.
Hind quarters of an animal to right. Black glaze on interior.

17. (Plate 39). Fragment of band-cup.

Inv. 822. Max. dim. 0.043 m.

Fragment from the lower part of the handle zone preserving the legs of a danc-
ing satyr between two maenads.

18. (Plate 39). Fragment of eye-cup.
Inv. 823. Max. dim. 0.04 m.
Fragment from the rim with part of a large eye.

J. THREPSIADES - EE VANDERPOOL
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MINA= 36 APXAIONOIIKON AEATION 18 (1963)

Athens: a. General View of Excavation from East, b. General View of Excavation from North
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APXAIONOIIKON AEATION 18 (1963) MINA= 37

Athens: a. Detail showing junction of two foundations, from East, b Apse from above, c. Marble Bench
No 10
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APXAIONOIKON AEATION 18 (1963) IHINA= 39

Athens: a - d. Fragments of pottery and inscriptions
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