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To Bépa NG SUTAWHATLKAG gpyaciag adopd Tov oxeSLOOUO EVOG CUMMAEYUOTOC TECCAPWY
PnAwv KTLplwv TIOU VwvovTal LETOEU TOUG OTO LoOYELD. XwpoBetnpévo og éva owonedo 20.000 tu
OTO KEVTPO TwV Tipdvwy, n mpdtaon enepPaivel oTo apnxavo LEXPL ORUEPA ‘TtApKo’ Tou PplokeTal
Tiow amo To LoTopLkd KTiplo tng Omepag Twv TipAvwy, e OKOTIO VA EVTATIKOTOLNOEL TNV XProN TOU
KQL VOL TO EVTAEEL 0TNV 0Tk odaipa tng mOANnG.

H kevtplkn 6€a Tng mpdtaong unopel va cuvoPLoTtel otnv mapakdtw SNAwon: <<avti éva
UETPLO TtdpKO, SUO eVTOTIKOL QOTIKOL TUKVWTECG, SnAadn éva ‘aoctikd 6Adcog kat éva cUVOAo KTlplwv
UE HEIKTO TPOYPAUUA yla TNV TOAN>>. Me autdv tov TPOmo To ULoO Oolkomedo xtiletol otov
TeEPLoCOTEPO Suvatd OYKO TIOU UTOPOoUV va eMLTPEYPOUV Ol OKOSOUIKOL Kavoviopol tng moAng,
6nAadn 63.500 T, evw TO TtAPKO OiMAa TOU QTOKTA TUKVOTEPN BAAOTNON Kol XPAOELC WOTE va
KOTOOTEL TTLO XPHOLUN KoL EAKUCTLKA N Tapouaia Tou 0ToV aoTLKO LoTO.

310 eninedo tou SpOUOU N MPOTACN OvVAITAPAYEL TNV (TUTTOAOYLKN) HIKpOKAJOKA Kal TO
TPOYPAUUA TNG TTIOANG TwV TIPAVWY OTNV CUYKEKPLUEVN TtepLloxr). Me autov tov Tpomo n Bdaon twv
KTlplwv Aettoupyel ocav éva otéyaotpo Tou opilel/epdwlelel téooeplg PAOCIKEG Katnyopieg
SpaotnplotATwy: ayopa/eumoplo, cuyxpovn Ttéxvn/ekmaideuon, mOATIOUKEG Spaotnpldotnteg/
Puxaywyia kat dBAnon. OL TECOEPLG AUTEC TIPOYPOAUMUATIKEG Bepatikég TomoBeTolvTal n KABe pla os
pLo TAEUPA TNG OTOUPOELSAG BAong Kol cuvdéovtal otnv KABe TMAEUPA TOUC HE TNV TIOAN HEOW TWV
uTapXOVTwyY A Twv el8IKA oxedlaopévwy e(odpopiwy. Ta OpLa Tou KTlpiou 0To LOOYELO elval cadwg
oplopéva Kat TARpwG Stadava wote va pn SLOKOTITETOL N CUVEXELX UE TO AOTLKO TTAaioLo.

TNV KABe amo TIC TECOEPLG YWVIEG TNG OTAUPOELSNG PAONG UTIAPXEL Kal amd £va Ktiplo
Sladopetikol peyéBoug, pe to PnAotepo amd autda (100 peétpa) va dldobdoel va yivel to véo
TOMOoNKO Twv Tipavwv. A ovopaloupe Ta Ktipla autd ‘Mupyoud’ (ota AABavika ‘Kulla’), pag kat yua
TNV KALLAKO TNG CUYKEKPLUEVNG TTOANG Bewpouvtal PnAd ktipla. Ot mupyol autol Aoutdv, akodouBolv
Vv napadoon Twv TeAeuTaiwy dekamévie eTwv ota Tipava, va xtilovtatl PnAd KTipLa 0To KEVTPO HE
OKOTO TNV MUKVWON Tou. To 8Laltepo XapakTnpLoTko tng Hopdng twv Mupywv £ykeltal otnv Aogn
Tour otnv BAocng toug Kat thv adaipeon evog PLEYAAOU KOUUATIOU Oykou, KaBwg Kol otnv KABeTn
‘Tpoypappatik  SadpBopd’ TOUC wWoOTE v UTOSEXOVTAL ONUOCLEG  XPNOELG TEPA  TNG
Katoiknong/dlapepiopata kat tng gpyaciag/ypadeio. To vPog twv Mupywy, kabBwc kot to UYPog g
AofoTopung opilovtal amd Ta YELTOVIKA KTipla UE OKOTO TNV €vrtafr Toug otnv oykomAaoia Tng
TEPLOXNAG.

Me Tov TPOTIO AUTO Ta KTipLa TNG POTAONG KAVOUV alagbntr) Thv mapouasia Toug HoVo MAvW
arnd TNV Kopuboypappr Tng MOANG, KaBWE KATW Ao AUTHV <<ATOVTOUV OTO XTLOUEVO QLOTLKO TIANPEG
ME OOTIKO KEVO>>. ITO QOTIKO TOUG KEVO SnuLloupyouvtal avolyxtol Snpocilol Xwpol oToug omoloug
UmopoUV va ekdpaoTtolV Ol ECWTEPLKEG SPAOTNPLOTNTEG TNG PACNG: TPOYPAUUOTIKI] GUVEXELD TOU
péoa (KTiplo) pe to £€w (TOAn).

Toug avolytoU¢ auToUG XWPOUC OTLC BAOELG TwV KTIplwv oTEAEXWVOUV EMUTTPOCOETA OTOLXELD
OTWG: TO ‘aoTkd 8doog Asttoupyel oav unaiBpla cuvEXeLla TwV XWpwv ABANcNG otnv Bopla mMAsupd
¢ Baong, n miocw auAn tou Ktipiou NG Omepag Asltoupyel oav £vag KOAA KadpapLopEVOC OVOLYXTOG
XWPOC EKSNAWOEWV ATIEVAVTL OO TNV MOALTLOULKA TITEPUYQ TNG BAONC 0T AUTLKA KTATT

Tnv 6An oUvBeon evomolel éva HeydaAog ypapULKOG Tiepimatog/mel06pouog mou EEKVa amo
v mAateia Skenderbeu kat teAelwvel oTnV AvatoALkr) TAEUPA TOU OLKOTIESOU.



tirana: an urban intervention

(tirana: projecting urbanity)

diploma thesis ac. year 2013-14 12th semester
student Irgen Salianji

tutor Costis Paniyiris

The topic of the diploma thesis project is the design of a complex of four tall buildings, which
are interconnected on the ground floor. The project is placed on a 20.000 m2 site in the center of
Tirana, intervening in the inconvenient green park which exists so far behind the historical building of
Tirana’s Opera. The aim of the intervention is the intensification of the use of the site and its
integration into the urban realm of the city.

The central idea of the project may be summarized in the following phrase: <<instead of a
mediocre park, let’s have two intensified urban condensers, an ‘urban forest’ and a complex of
buildings with a mixed program for the city>>. In this way, half of the plot is being constructed in its
maximum volume permitted by the city’s regulations, and the other half of it receives denser
vegetation and trees to become more useful and appealing to urban dwellers.

On the ground level, the project reproduces the (typological) micro scale and the program of
the city itself on that particular area of the site. In this sense, the base of the buildings (the Plinth)
serves as a roof which embraces and defines four fundamental categories of activities: market/trade,
contemporary art/education, cultural activities/leisure and sports. Those four different programmatic
subjects are interconnected and join the urban realm on their open side to the existing or the newly
designed sidewalks. The edges of the buildings on the level of the street are well defined and fully
transparent so that the continuity with the urban context is not interrupted.

On each of the four corners of the cross-shaped plinth, a building is raised which is of a
particular size. The tallest of those four buildings (100 m) aspires to become Tirana’s new landmark.
Let’s call those tall buildings ‘Towers’ (in Albanian ‘Kulla’), once according to the height standards of
Tirana, such a tall construction is considered a Tower. Designing these four Towers the project
becomes relevant to the recent tradition of Tirana to intensify its center by constructing tall buildings
during the last fifteen years. The four towers have also a particular characteristic which makes them
special: a big diagonal part of their lower part is missing and part of its vertical program is
‘contaminated’ with public activities, so they don’t serve only for dwelling/apartments and
working/offices. The height of the diagonal cuts, as well as the overall heights of the tower, are
following the heights of the neighbor buildings, so that the project get integrated into the scale of the
context.

Following such design principles, the buildings which compose the project reveal their
impressive presence of scale only above the skyline of the area, once under the skyline they <<reflect
urban void to the city’s constructed urban solid>>. On the urban voids created by the subtraction of
the Towers’ lower part, open public spaces are being created on which various public activities can
take place, or moreover, on which the interior public program of the Plinth can extend: continuity of
interior program (building) towards the exterior spaces(city).

The open public spaces created on the bases of the towers are in ‘communication’ with
additional elements, such as the ‘urban forest” which serves as an extension of the sports program in
the northern part of the Plinth, or the backyard of the Opera building which serves as a well-framed
events space opposite to the cultural program part of the Plinth etc

The whole project is also unified by a big linear boulevard which starts from Skenderberg
Square and finishes at the Eastern side of the site.
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Nw¢ Ba prmopovoape va tPooeyyiocoupe ta Tipava pe okomo va SLEKSIKIOOUUE Kol
gUelc pla O€on oTNV OPYOOLKI) CUVOAKN TOU EKCUYXPOVIOUOU TNG, dNAAd TNV VEWTEPLKN
Kowwvikn néovn mou mA£ov Aeinel otnv Kopeopevn veoPpheAelBepn duotomia Tng AUTIKAC
Eupwring;

Ta Tipava arnoteAoUv oripepa Lo oo TNE TiLo eVOLAPEPOUTEC TTPOC LEAETN TIOAELG TNG
Eupwrning kaBw¢ ta teAeutaia elkOoL TIEVTE XPOVLA £XOUV OTTOTEAECEL TO TTAQLCOLO ATTAVWTWY
TLOALTLKWY, KOWVWVLKWY KOl OLKOVOULKWY (UUWOEWV. XTI (UUWOELS AUTEG cupmeplAappavo-
VTOL OO TNV L0 TIAEUPA KOWVWVLKECG EEEYEPTELG, TIOAITIKEG Ol LUAXIEC KOIL OLKOVOULKEG KpPi-
OELG, KoL amo TNV aAAn dnuoypadlkéC aAAayEG, avaoloTaoN TOU KPATIKOU LNXOVIOMOU Kol
OLKOVOULKA avamtuén HEow eMeVOUOEWV A0 TO EEWTEPLKO.

Qoto00, To Eekivnua tng dekaetiog Tou 90’ Bpnke ta Tipava oto EAe0g TOU AypPLOU Ka-
TUtaAlopoU Kal TNV BAvaucon YEVECH TWV KOWWVLIKWY TAEEWV, AUECWS LETA TNV TIAVNYUPLKA
KOTAPPEUOH TOU KOLOUVLOTIKOU KOBEOTWTOC UE TA EOVIKLOTLKA KOl SLKTOTOPLKA OTOLXELQ TOU
Enver Hoxha. H kopUdwon Twv olKOVOULKWY {UPWOEWV TWV TIPWTWV TIEVTE ETWV TOU ‘€kdN-
HOKPOATLOHOU  eKPpAOTNKE UE TNV Adikn €€€yepon Tou 97, cav AMOTEAECUA TNG KPLONG TwV
Nupaptdikwy IxnUatwy kot tng dtadBopdc Tou KpATous. X autAv tnv mepiodo ta Tipava
d€xovtal XIAMASEC ECWTEPLKOUC LETAVAOTEG OL OTIOLOL EYKATAAELTTOUV TA EPNUWUEVA TIPWNV
Bropnxavika tormia TG emopxiog Kal eykabiotavtal ota opla TNE MPWTEVOUCACS, OTIOU Kol
xtilouv aubaipeta Ta omnitia ToUg o€ KATELANUMEVN VA.

H edlaATikn epmeLpia TG MPWTNG LETOKOUOUVIOTIKAG Sekaetiag dev adrvel otoug AN-
Bavoug emAoyEG mEpa amo tnv alclodolia yla peAlovtikn avamntuén. To KpATog va avo.ou-
YKpoTeital yta AAANn pLa popd, mAEov UTtO TNV KaBodnynon tTwv eEWTEPLKWY ETALPWV KAl UE
opapa TNV peAovtikni Evtaén otnv Evpwnaiki Evwon. Ze autrv tnv nepiodo (2000-onuepa),
KOl e SLOPXO TOV aVEPXOEVO TIOALTLKO-KOAALTEXVN Edi Rama, ta Tipava petatpénovtal o
€V TIELPAUATLKO OLOTLKO EPYOOTHPLO TIou TPaBacl Ta PAEppaTa TNG EupwmaikAg KowvoTNnTaC.
OL yKkpileg kol KATOUBOAUTTLIKEG EPYATLKEC TTOAUKOTOLKIEG BadovTal pe {wnpd xpwHata He Baon
TO OXESLA YWWOTWV KOAMTEXVWY, HOUKES Katedadioelg XIAAdwWY aubaipeETWY KATACKEU WV
ETULOTPEPOUV TIiow OTNV TTOAN TOUC SNUOCLOUG XWPOUC TNE Kat pla ospd amno high-profile
OPXLTEKTOVIKOUC SLaywVIoHoUG KEPSIlouv opLopEVOL AT TOUG SLOONOTEPOUC OPXLITEKTOVEC
art’ OAo ToV KOGUO.

IAuepa ta Tipava sppévouv otnv dAvapia ylia tTnv avamtuén, akopo KoL av €Xouv
XTUTNOEl o€ onUaAvTIKO BaBud amod TNV OLKOVOULKN Kpilon Kol Ta TooooTA TNG avepyilag eival
omnwc navta uPnAa. H eppovn otnv dnuoupyia sivat puotkd to EUdUTO XOPAKTNPLOTIKO TOU
OPYOTIOPNUEVOU HOVIEPVIOUOU HLOGC XWPOG N OoTtola £XEL akOUa TTOAU §pOHO Kot SOUAELA va
KAVEL HEXPL VO PTACEL OE OLKOVOULKO KOpeOUO. Kal n otkodour amoteAel Eva amo Toug Kvn-
TNPLOUC HOXAOUC TNG OLKOVOULKNG avamtuéng Kot ev TEAEL TNG Stapdpdwong tng ocuyxpovng
aABavikng moAnc.
©  To B£pa TG SUTAWHATIKAC EPYOCLAC QvAMTUOOETOL YUPW amtd OXETIKEC avalnNTHOELS
KOl QVOYVWOELG TNG oUYXPOVNG AOTLKAC ouVBAKNG TNG TTOANG Twv TIpAVWY, L€ COKOTIO VA OU-
YKPOTHOEL Pl TPOTAON-OXOALO YL TNV AOTIKOTNTO KAl TNV KATOLOKEUT TNG O€ €va TOOO aoTa-
B£¢ mAaiolo.



How could we approach Tirana in order to become part of its kind of orgasmic mod-
ernization? How could we join its sort of social satisfaction, which is not a given anymore in
Western Europe’s saturated neoliberal dystopia?

Tirana is today one of Europe’s most interesting cities to study, once during the last
twenty five years has become the ground of continuous political, social and economical
zymosis. Such zymosis include on one hand social revolts, political contradictions and eco-
nomical crisis, and on the other hand demographic changes, rebuild of the state and eco-
nomical development through external investments.

However, the beginning of 90s’ found Tirana in the mercy of wild capitalism and the
brutal creation from scratch of social classes, strait after the celebration of the fall of Hox-
hian dictatorial kind of communist regime. The economical developments of this decade
led to the Pyramidal Schemes crisis and the painful revolts of 97’, which caused the loss of
people’s money and the subsequent destruction of governmental institutions. It is during
those years that Tirana became the destination of thousands of domestic population mo-
bility from the de-industrialized provinces. People moving from all over Albania towards
the capital city of Tirana, established their informal settlements on the urban edges creat-
ing a massive sprawl on occupied territories.

The negative experience of the first post-communist decade gives Albanians hope for
a future progress and prosperity. After 97’ the state is getting once more reestablished under
the guidance of external allies and under the vision of the future integration of the country
in the European Union. During 00s’ and with Edi Rama on board as mayor, an emerging
politician and artist, Tirana gets transformed into an experimental urban laboratory which
attracts the attention of European community. The gray and depressive facades of the old
social housing buildings were paint in vivid colors and shapes by renowned artists, thou-
sands of illegal buildings were demolished to give back to the city its public spaces and a
series of high-profile architectural competitions were won by famous foreign architects.

Today Tirana insists on elaborating on promising development plans, even if affected
by the financial crisis and still having high unemployment rates. The obsession with creativ-
ity is of course an inherited characteristic of such kind of late modernism of a country that
still has to go through a lot of work before getting saturated. And the construction sector
has been one of its moving power towards economic development and ultimately the for-
mation of the contemporary Albanian city.

The topic of the diploma project is developed around such kind of discourses and
readings of the contemporary urban condition of Tirana, in order to constitute a proposal-
statement for urbanity and its construction in such a instable context.

tirana: projecting urbanity ‘ 7



Kamez

Park of Paskugan

Tirana-Durres Street

Laprake

21 Dhjetori

Lana River

Kambinat



Dajti Mountain National Park

Paskugan

Fresku

Trair- “tation

Skanderbeg Square

PROJECT SITE
OIKOMEAO

Student City

Mother Teresa Square

Park of Artificial Lake of Farke

Artificial Lake
Tirana Park on the Artificial Lake

tirana: projecting urbanity ‘ 9



<<Tirana imaginary city>> is a parallel extravagant and
way-too ambitious reality of the same semi-informal and mod-
est city. Infinite studies, projects, buildings and master plans
done during the last two decades reflect the city’s emerging po-
tentials and development. How much depth, however, does this
reflection contain?

OIKOAOMIKOZ OPTAZMO2z

<<Tipava, n davtactakr MOAN>>, eivat pia mapdAAnAn kat vrepdt-
A680€&n ekdoxn NG BLag NUL-aVEMIONUNG KAl OEUVAG TTOANG Twv Tipdvwy. Katd
TG tedevtaieg SUo Sekaetieg, N avaduduevn Suvaptkn tng TOANG TPOG avd-
mituén €xel anotunwBel oe avaplOunteg £peuveg, MENETEG, OXESLA KTIpiwv Kal
VEVIKWV TTOAEOSOUIKWY TPOTACEWY UL SUTIKAG PNTOPLKAG UE apdleyOuevn
nolotnTa. Ndoo el BAOOG ELoXWPOUV QUTEG OL UENETEG;

CONSTRUCTION BOOM

Tirana Imaginary City
Tipava: H @avtaciaki MoAn

ot|



informal settlements, urban development

- informal settlements, ALUIZINI (aluizni.gov.al)

- intersection of both

source: urban regulatory plan, municipality of tirana, urbaplan, 2008

tirana: projecting urbanity ‘ 11



(Gross Domestic Product (GDP) af Albania {, net {in billioh USS
Foreign direct investment, net inflows (BoP, in billion current USS)
External debt stocks, total (DOD, current in billion USS)

11,485 million USS

90)1 million USS

1985 _1986 _1987 _1988 _1989 _1990 _1991 _1992 _1993 _1994 _1995 _1996 _1997 _1998



37.290 min LEK

6.933,5 million USS

FENIKO NAAIzZIO

4.238,1 million

1.368 million USS
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National Historic Museum (1985)

National Bank of Albania



15 floors Hotel Tower (80s’)

Skanderberg square

1.700 m2

785 m2

VIEW 1

Palace of Culture

SITE

17.000 m2

19.500 m2

VIEW 2

OIKOMEAO

Town Hall, Municipality

s
w
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VIEW 1

VIEW 2

VIEW 3
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SCALE COMPARISON

Site Syntagma Square
Tirana Center, Albania Athens, Greece
Unité d'Habitation Seagram Building

Marseille, France New York, United States



/
Galleria Vittorio Emanuele Il \ga
1865-67
Milan, IT i‘ ﬂ
-

Coin Tower Piramida
62% retail
38% connection+void
Tyson's Corner Mall "\‘
=) \
1982
Tyson's Corner, VA
RTKL
Blloku Area UPT, Nene Tereza

Northland Shopping Cen
1954 : \ ‘
Pallati i Kongreseve Kryeministria Detroit, MI A‘ \
Victor Gruen \
)

birth of the cluster
60% retail

40% circulation+void

Roosevelt Field

. . Shopping Center ‘l
Qyteti Studenti Lapraka 1 956 “
Long Island, NY A -‘
78% retail
22% circulation+void
Bergen Mall
1958 AN\
. . Paramus, NJ
Tregu Elektrik (Next to Site) 1
John Graham ‘
82% retail
18% circulation+void
Randhurst Center Ai‘
1962 K}
Mount Prospect, IL \
- Victor Gruen *
Kombinati Paskugan
4

87% retail
13% circulation+void
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STATEMENT



20.755m2

2012_03_11

2012_02_04

2004_05_10

2002_06_17
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WHAT’S NEEDED?



TIRANA’S NEW LANDMARK?

TIRANA FINANCIAL CENTER?

TIRANA CULTURAL ATTACK?

TIRANA RE-SOCIAL HOUSING?

TIRANA’S GENERIC HOUSING?
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To B€pa NG SuTAwpaTIKAC Epyaciac adopd Tov oXeSLAOUO EVOG CUUTTAEYUATOC TEC-
oapwv PnAwv KTLpilwv mou evwvovtol PETOEY TOUG OTO LOOYELD. XWPOOETNUEVO OE VA OLKO-
1te60 20.000 T 0TO KEVTIPO TwV TIPAVWY, N POTAoHn EMEUBALVEL OTO ANXOVO HUEXPL OHUEPDL
‘tapko’ mou Bploketal miow armod 1o LOToPLKO KTiplo tng Omepac twv Tpavwy, UE OKOTO va
EVTOTIKOTIOL|OEL TNV XPrON TOU KAl VA TO EVTAEEL OTNV AOTLKH odaipa TnE TOANC.

H kevtplkn W0€a TN mpotaong unopel va cuvoPLlotel otnv mapakatw dnAwon: <<avti
EVal LETPLO TIAPKO, U0 evTaTIKOL AOTIKOL TTIUKVWTEC, SnAadn €va ‘aotikd daoog’ Kal Eva oU-
VOAO KTLPLWV PE PELKTO TIPOYPOUUA VLA TNV TTOAN>>. ME QUTOV TOV TPOTIO TO LOO OLKOTESO
XTL{ETOL OTOV MEPLOCOTEPO SUVATO OYKO TIOU UIopoUV va eTtpEPouV oL 0lKoSopLKOL KavovL-
opol tn¢ moAng, SnAadn 63.500 T, EVW TO TTAPKO SUTAC TOU AMOKTA TIUKVOTEPN PAGOTNON KOt
XPNOELG WOTE VO KATAOTEL TILO XPAOLUN KoL EAKUCTLKN) N TIAPOUCL TOU OTOV QOTLKO LOTO.

210 eninedo tou SpoOpoU N MPOTACH AVATIAPAYEL TNV (TUTTOAOYLKH) UKPOKALOKAL KOt
TO TIPOYPAUA TNG TTOANG TWV TLPAVWY OTNV CUYKEKPLUEVN TtEPLOXH. ME aUTOV ToV TPOTO N
Baon Twv KTLplwVv AElToupyel oav £va oTEYAOTPO Tou opilel/spudpwAeVeL TEGOEPLE BAOLKEG Kat-
TNyopleg SpaotnpLloTATWV: ayopad/sunopLlo, clyxpovn tExvn/eknaidevon, MOATIOUIKEG Spa-
otnpLotnteg/ Puxaywyia kat aBAnon. OL TECOEPLE QUTEG TIPOYPAUHOTIKEG BEUATIKES TOTIOOE-
TOUVTOL N KAOE Lo o€ Yo TTAEUPA TNEG OTAUPOELOAC BAong ko cuvdEovTal otnv KABe TAsupa
TOUG HE TNV TTOAN LECW TWV UTIOPXOVTIWV N TwV €0LKA oxedlaopévwy nelodpopiwv. Ta opLa
TOU KTLplou 01O LoOYELO eival cadw oplopeva Kot TARPWE Stadava woTe va N SLaKOTTETOL
N CUVEXELO LE TO QLOTLKO TTAQLOLO.

ZTnVv KABE o TIC TECOEPLC YWVIEC TNG OTAUPOELONG BAONG UTTIAPXEL KAL OO VAl KTipLO
Sladopetikov peyEBouc, pe to PnAotepo amod avtd (100 petpa) va dhodolel va yivel To véo
Tomoonuo twv Tipavwyv. Ag ovopdloupe ta ktipta avtd ‘Mopyoug” (ota AABavika ‘Kulla’),
HLOG KOLL YLOL TNV KALpOKOL TG CUYKEKPLUEVNC TTOANG Bewpouvtal PnAad ktipta. OLmupyol avtol
Aowntov, akoAouBoUv tnv mapadoon Twv teAevtaiwv dekamevte etwv ota Tipava, va xtilovrtal
PNnNAA KTipLaL OTO KEVIPO HE OKOTIO TNV TIUKVWON Tou. To LOLOITEPO XAPOKTNPLOTIKO TNG HOp-
dnN¢ Twv Mupywv €ykettal otnv Aon toun otnv Baong toug Kat TNV adaipeon evog peyaiou
KOUHOTIOU OYKOU, KaBwe Kol otnv KABetn ‘mpoypappatiky dtadpBopd’ Toug wote va uTtodE-
xovtol SNUOCLEC XPNOELG MEPA TNG KaTolknong/dlapepiopata kat tne epyaciag/ypadeia. To
U og Twv Mupywv, kKaBwc kat to VP og TS AofoToung opilovtal Ao Ta YEITOVIKA KTLpLOL e
OKOTIO TNV €VTOEN TOUG OTNV OYKOTIAQGLO TNG TTEPLOXNAG.

Me Tov TPpOTO AUTO TA KTLPLA TNG TPOTOONG KAVOUV alcbnth tnv mapouoia toug povo
TIAVW aTto TNV KOPUhOYPOLUN TNG TTOANG, KABWCE KATW 0o AUTAV <<ATIAVTOUV OTO XTLOUEVO
OOTLKO TIANPEC LE ALOTLKO KEVO>>. ITO OIOTLKO TOUC KEVO Snuloupyouvtal avolytol dnupoaotot
XWPOL OTOUG OMoiloug UmopoUlV va eKPPOOTOUV OL ECWTEPLKEC SPaoTNPLOTNTEC TNEG BAoNG:
TIPOYPOLULLOTIKI) CUVEXELD TOU HEDA (KTipLo) e To €€w (TOAN).

Toug avol(Toug aUToUC XWPOUG OTLC BACELS TwV KTLplwVv OTEAEXWVOUV ETTPOCOETA
cTolXela OMwe: To ‘a0TkO 6Acog’ Asltoupyel oav umaiBpla cuvexela Twv Xwpwv aBAnong
otnVv Bopla mAeupd tng Baong, n miow auAn tou ktipiou tn¢ Omepag Asttoupyel ocav €vag
KOAQ KOAOPOPLOUEVOC AVOLXTOG XWPOG EKSNAWOCEWY QTEVOVTL ATTO TNV TIOALTIOWLKI TITEPUYA
™G BAong otol AUTLIKA KTATT

Tnv 0An cuvBeon evomolel Eva HEYAAOC YPAULKOC Tiepimatog/mel08popog Tou EEKIVA
arno tnv mAateia Skenderbeu kot teAelwvel otnv AVvaTtoAlkni TAEUPA TOU OLKOTTESOU.



The topic of the diploma thesis project is the design of a complex of four tall build-
ings, which are interconnected on the ground floor. The project is placed on a 20.000 m2
site in the center of Tirana, intervening in the inconvenient green park which exists so far
behind the historical building of Tirana’s Opera. The aim of the intervention is the intensifi-
cation of the use of the site and its integration into the urban realm of the city.

The central idea of the project may be summarized in the following phrase: <<instead
of a mediocre park, let’s have two intensified urban condensers, an ‘urban forest’ and a
complex of buildings with a mixed program for the city>>. In this way, half of the plot is be-
ing constructed in its maximum volume permitted by the city’s regulations, and the other
half of it receives denser vegetation and trees to become more useful and appealing to
urban dwellers.

On the ground level, the project reproduces the (typological) micro scale and the
program of the city itself on that particular area of the site. In this sense, the base of the
buildings (the Plinth) serves as a roof which embraces and defines four fundamental cat-
egories of activities: market/trade, contemporary art/education, cultural activities/leisure
and sports. Those four different programmatic subjects are interconnected and join the
urban realm on their open side to the existing or the newly designed sidewalks. The edges
of the buildings on the level of the street are well defined and fully transparent so that the
continuity with the urban context is not interrupted.

On each of the four corners of the cross-shaped plinth, a building is raised which is of
a particular size. The tallest of those four buildings (100 m) aspires to become Tirana’s new
landmark. Let’s call those tall buildings ‘Towers’ (in Albanian ‘Kulla’), once according to the
height standards of Tirana, such a tall construction is considered a Tower. Designing these
four Towers the project becomes relevant to the recent tradition of Tirana to intensify its
center by constructing tall buildings during the last fifteen years. The four towers have also
a particular characteristic which makes them special: a big diagonal part of their lower part
is missing and part of its vertical program is ‘contaminated’ with public activities, so they
don’t serve only for dwelling/apartments and working/offices. The height of the diagonal
cuts, as well as the overall heights of the tower, are following the heights of the neighbor
buildings, so that the project get integrated into the scale of the context.

Following such design principles, the buildings which compose the project reveal
their impressive presence of scale only above the skyline of the area, once under the sky-
line they <<reflect urban void to the city’s constructed urban solid>>. On the urban voids
created by the subtraction of the Towers’ lower part, open public spaces are being created
on which various public activities can take place, or moreover, on which the interior public
program of the Plinth can extend: continuity of interior program (building) towards the ex-
terior spaces(city).

The open public spaces created on the bases of the towers are in ‘communication’
with additional elements, such as the ‘urban forest’ which serves as an extension of the
sports program in the northern part of the Plinth, or the backyard of the Opera building
which serves as a well-framed events space opposite to the cultural program part of tha
Plinth etc

The whole project is also unified by a big linear boulevard which starts from Skandes-
berg Square and finishes at the Eastern side of the site.
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-multiply the meeting points for different users -moAaniaciacuég twv onpeiwv cuvavnong yia Stadopett-

-to set up connections with local community AL , , L
. . . . -eykaBidpuon deopuwv/ouvdEcewv e TNV TOTILKA KOWwOThTO
-to organize the space like a city (urbanity) -0pyavwon Tou Xwpou oav (autévopn) moAn (actikdtnTa)

Dominique Boudet

EKAOXEZ- AOYAEYONTAZ ME ENAAAAKTIKEZ

OPTIONS

[ FuLL SITE EXTRUSION\]

| URBAN BILLB

INCLINED TOWERS/I

I\CORPORATE FORMALITY |




3D URBANITY

FINAL VERSION

OARD I

| ELEVATED PLAZA |

I\COMPOSITION WITH CUBES




VERSION 1

VERSION 2

VERSION 3

w
(e}

VERSION 4
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MASSING



TOWER 1
26 floors

\
~~ URBAN FOREST

TOWER 2
22 floors
TOWER 4
12 floors
TOWER 3
17 floors
PLINTH N
38m

45m
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PROGRAM




APARTMENTS
AIAMEPIZMATA

CAFE-RESTAURANT
KA®ETEPIA-ESTIATOPIO

OFFICES
PADEIA

COMMERCIAL
EMTOPIO

EXHIBITION SPACE
EKOEZIAKOZ XQPO3

CONVENTION CENTER
SYNEAPIAKO KENTPO

MEETING SPACES
XQPOI SYNANTHZEQN

ARCHITECTURE LIBRARY
BIBAIOOHKH APXITEKTONIKHZ

ADMINISTRATION
TPADEIA

SPORTS CENTER
AOAHTIKES EMKATASTASEIZ

MARKET
ATOPA

OPEN AMPHITHEATRE
ANOIXTO AMOIBEATPO

CAFE
KAQETEPIA
ARTS CENTER

KENTPO TEXNHZ

CULTURAL
MOAITIZMIKEZ APASTHPIOTHTEX

COMMERCIAL
EMTOPIO
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TOTAL

APARTMENTS (Tower 1) 10.800 m?2
12 floors 900 m?
12 flats /floor 75 m? 144 flats total
APARTMENTS (Tower 2) 4.860 m?
9 floors 540 m?
12 flats /floor 45 m? 108 flats total
APARTMENTS (Tower 3) 6.500 m?
10 floors 650 m?
14 flats /floor 45 m? 140 flats total
APARTMENTS (Tower 4) 8.150 m?
10 floors 815 m?
11 flats /floor 75 m? 110 flats total
APARTMENTS 30.310 m?2 502 flats (1750 resident:
OFFICES (Tower 1) 6.300 m?
7 floors 900 m?
OFFICES (Tower 2) 4.860 m?
9 floors 540 m?
OFFICES (Tower 3) 3.480 m?
6 floors OFFICES 14.640 m?
COI\L{IfI]VIERCIAL (Tower1) 3.350 m?
00rs
COI\1/I]!]VIERCIAL (Tower 4) 760 m?
0ors
COMMERCIAL (Tower 2) 1.040 m?
2 floors COMMERCIAL 5.150 m?2
LIBRARY (Plinth) 1.920 m?
Library Exhibition Space 790 m?2
Architecture Library 650 m?2
Bookstore-Reception 480 m?
MEETING SPACES (Plinth) 1.740 m?
Mezzanine North 1.040 m?
Mezzanine South 700 m?
ADMINISTRATION (Plinth) 1.520 m?
Tower 1 600 m?
Mezzanine 470 m?
Tower 2 450 m?
PUBLIC PROGRAM +5.00 5.180 m?2
SPORTS %GF) 1.620 m?
Basketball Court 405 m?
Gym & other athletic activities 1.215 m?2
MARKET (GF) 1.400 m?
Market 1.100 m?
~ Special Shopping Pavilions 300 m?
SCULTURAL SPACES (GF) 1.270 m?
ART EXHIBITIONS (GF) 1.100 m?
PUBLIC PROGRAM +0.00 5.390 m?2

PUBLIC PROGRAM 0, 14th 2.940 m?

TOTAL PROGRAM

63.610 m?




‘ &
~N : |

N * LEISURE (14th Level) 1.440 m?

restaurant (Tower 1) 900 m?

| % @ cafe (Tower 1) 540 m?

ROOF (Plinth) 5.690 m?

green roof area 4.390 m?

open amphitheatre 440 m?

inclined roof area 860 m?

ENTRANCE LOBBIES 1.500 m?

Tower 4 470 m?
» fower 3 300 m?
Tower 2 260 m?

Tower 1 470 m?
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MASTERPLAN
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GYM

F'YMNAZTHPIO

COLLECTIVE WORK OUT ROOM

XQPOZ ZYANOTIKHZ EKTYMNAZH2

INTERIOR BASKETBALL COURT

EZQTEPIKO MHMEAOC MMNAZKET

INTERIOR SPACE FOR SPECIAL ATHLETIC EVENTS

EZQTEPIKOZ XQPOZ EIAIKQN AGAHTIKQN APAZEQN

WIDE STAIRCASE- EXTERIOR AMPHITHEATRE

NAATY KAIMAKOZTAZIO- EZQTEPIKO AMOIOEATPO

WIDE STAIRCASE- EXTERIOR AMPHITHEATRE

MAATY KAIMAKO2TAZIO- EZQTEPIKO AMOIOEATPO

WIDE STAIRCASE- EXTERIOR AMPHITHEATRE

MAATY KAIMAKOZTAZIO- EZQTEPIKO AMOIOEATPO

MARKET

NATKH ATOPA

SPECIAL MARKET PAVILIONS

EIAIKA TIEPITITEPA ATOPAZ

CONTEMPORARY ART EXHIBITIONS
EKOEZEIZ 2YTXPONHZ TEXNHZ

ARTISTIC WORKSHOPS
KAAANITEXNIKA EPTAZTHPIA

SMALL MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
MIKPO MOYZEIO MONTEPNAZ TEXNHX
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AIATAZH

ORGANIZATION

ACCESSIBLE GREEN ROOF
BATO MPAZINO AQMA

MEZZANINES
MATAPIA

PARK ‘URBAN FOREST’
MAPKO ‘AZTIKO AAXOY’

SWIMMING POOL
MZINA

PLINTH, GROUND FLOOR
BAZH, IZOTEIO




+5.00
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+0.00



IZOTEIO

Basketba

rnedo’'Mndoket

Gym & Specia AthIcSpasJH

Tupveorprel Kat Eldiket Ae}\gthOiXOl
A

1

CULTURAL SPACES
X@POI MONITIEMIKQN APASTHPIOTHTQN




MARKET
AlOPA
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ARTS EXHIBITIONS
EKOESEIS TEXNHZ
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NATAPIA

MEZZANINES

MEETING SPACES
XQPOI MOANATIAQN XPHSEQN

Two Small Events Rooms (2x50 seats)

AUo Mikpég AiBouoeg EkdnAwoewv

Big Events Space (350seats)

AiBouca EkdnAwoewv

Archive

Apxelo

ADMINISTRATION OFFICES
[PAQEIA AIOIKHSHZ

Open Plan Office Spaces

Xwpol MNpadeiwv/Epyaciog

Research & Development

Eldwkol Epeuvntikol Xwpot

Open Plan Office Spaces

Xwpol MNpadeiwv/Epyaciog



LIBRARY
BIBAIOOHKH

Library Exhibition Space

Library Exhibition Space

19 | A1ubgqun bunoaloid :punin

Events Room (300 seats)

AiBouoa EkdnAwoswv

BiBAlomwAeio- Yrodoxn
Meeting Room
AiBouoa Zuvehelogwv

Bookstore-Reception

Architecture Library
BLBALOON KN APXLTEKTOVLKNG

N
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reference structure:
TID Tower Tirana
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Inclined columns
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Ground Floor +0m



Npwtog Opodog- Anudoto Npdypappa

Level 1

+5m
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